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RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH  

 Current Items of Interest                                          11 February 22       

MEDIA RELEASE 
3 February 2022 

REMEMBERING THE FALL OF AMBON, 80 YEARS ON 

 
Today we remember and honour the service 
and sacrifice of the 1,100 Australian soldiers of 
‘Gull Force’, 80 years on from the fall of the  
island of Ambon, in present day Indonesia, dur-
ing the Second World War. 
 
The Australians landed on Ambon in mid-
December 1941 to support Netherlands East 
Indies troops defending the strategically       
important Bay of Ambon and two airfields at 
Laha and Liang. 
 
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Per-
sonnel Andrew Gee said the Australian troops 
fought with distinction, despite being ill-
equipped and without air or naval support.  
 
“When the Japanese landed on the island on 30 
January 1942, the offensive was swift and the 
battle at Ambon was short-lived, before the Aus-
tralian contingent was forced to surrender on 3 
February,” Minister Gee said.  

 
“In the defence of Ambon the main part of Gull Force suffered 15 casualties, and 309 officers and men who were at Laha 
were either killed in action or in mass executions which took place later in the month. Almost 800 Australians were taken 
prisoner. 
 
“There were a number of examples of exceptional courage shown by the Australians, including the actions of 29-year-old 
Private William Thomas Doolan, a driver with the transport section of the 2/21st Battalion. 
 
“Private Doolan was part of a reconnaissance patrol that encountered the attacking Japanese forces and, armed with 
hand grenades and a rifle, he stayed behind to hold the enemy off long enough to enable his comrades to withdraw. 
 
“His bullet-riddled body was found some time later and, after the surrender, the Japanese allowed the Australians to bury 
William, and later erect a cross to mark his grave. 
 
“After the war, William was reburied in the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery located on Ambon, and the cross his 
mates made to mark his original resting place was donated to the Australian War Memorial, where it remains a part of the 
collection to this day. 
 
“Ambon is another reminder of the horrors faced by so many taken as prisoners of war during the Second World War. 
 
“Australian and Dutch prisoners were subjected to brutal treatment and many suffered malnutrition. One prisoner noted 
they were treated like slaves.  
 
“Over half of those captured on Ambon died in prisoner of war camps by the time the war was over. 
 
“Australia remembers the men of Gull Force with pride, and we pay our respects to all those who suffered and gave their 
lives, as well as their families.  
 
“Their courage and sacrifice in the face of overwhelming odds should never be forgotten.” 
 
To learn more about the Fall of Ambon visit the Department of Veterans’ Affairs Anzac Portal. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanzacportal.dva.gov.au%2Fwars-and-missions%2Fworld-war-ii-1939-1945%2Fevents%2Fjapanese-advance-december-1941-march-1942%2Ffall-ambon&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7C5bf1dd687a1


 2 

Dear members, 

 

OGM Dinner 

Due to the uncertainty surrounding the COVID situation in the ACT, 
the Sub-Branch Executive has decided to cancel the OGM dinner 
scheduled for Tuesday 22 February 2022. We regret having to make 
this decision but feel that it is the most  prudent course to take for 
our members. 

 

ANZAC and Peace Ceremony 

The Sub-Branch Board has also decided not to hold the annual    
ANZAC and Peace Ceremony in 2022. That decision is based on the 
current and likely COVID-19 health advice and restrictions, and the 
ACT Education Directorate’s position. However, we will be conduct-
ing the ANZAC Essay Competition this year. 

 

This decision is again unfortunate as the Sub-Branch has been  
conducting the Ceremony since 1993 and it follows the cancellation 
of the ceremonies in 2020 and 2021 because of COVID-19.  

 

Regards, 

Greg 

 

Cancellation of OGM Dinner and ANZAC and Peace Ceremony.  
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Campbell’s RSL Park to get 
much needed upgrades but 
organisers want your help 
with the design 

Max O'Driscoll  19 Decem-
ber 2021 1 

RSL Campbell Park 

Friends of the RSL Park 
Campbell are calling on the 
wider community to help 
them design the landscape 
plan. Photo: Supplied. 

Weeds and rabbits have 
called the RSL Park in 
Campbell home for the bet-
ter part of two decades. 
Last year, a group of Camp-
bell locals decided enough 
was enough and the 
Friends of RSL Park Camp-
bell group was formed. 

Kate Morioka is a member of the group and a new resident of Campbell. She has been amazed by the 
level of cohesion in the community, despite the obvious differences in background. 

“What we like about the group is that traditionally in an established suburb like Campbell, you get a lot 
of people who are older and have been there a long time that get involved in something like this,” said 
Ms Morioka. 

“With our group, it involves people from all different ages and backgrounds, and most importantly, 
people who live in detached dwellings as well as the highrise apartments.” 

In addition to the issues with weeds and rabbits, the park also lost its RSL plaque which had been at 
the park since it was given its name as a dedication to the Returned Services League in July 2002. 
This naming is significant as Campbell remains a central location for Canberra’s Defence Force per-
sonnel, as it has been for much of the post-World War II era. 

Ms Morioka says the loss of the plaque not only removed the special connection to the RSL from the 
park but also left it “nameless”. 

Draft landscape 

The proposed draft landscape plan for the RSL Park upgrades. Photo: Friends of RSL Park Campbell. 

After months of working bees and planning, the Friends of RSL Park group recently had a big victory, 
successfully securing an ACT Nature in the City grant. 

“There are two components to it: one is to remove weeds from the southern section of the park, the 
second is to put together an integrated landscape plan,” said Ms Morioka. 

“We have a draft plan [pictured above] and that’s been prepared based on previous input from mem-
bers of the Friends of RSL Park, as well as a workshop with our key stakeholders including RSL ACT 
branch, RSL national and the TCCS [Transport Canberra and City Services].” 

With lots of users of the area from outside the immediate Campbell community, the group would like 
to see anybody with an interest in the park make a submission on their draft plan. All necessary infor-
mation is available on the Friends of RSL Park Campbell website. 

 

https://the-riotact.com/campbells-rsl-park-to-get-much-needed-
upgrades-but-organisers-want-your-help-with-the-design/520016 

From RIOTACT 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthe-riotact.com%2Fcampbells-rsl-park-to-get-much-needed-upgrades-but-organisers-want-your-help-with-the-design%2F520016&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Ca1d680924f954b45c79c08d9e
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthe-riotact.com%2Fcampbells-rsl-park-to-get-much-needed-upgrades-but-organisers-want-your-help-with-the-design%2F520016&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Ca1d680924f954b45c79c08d9e
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We regret that Coffee    

Catch Up FRIDAY has been       

cancelled due to the Covid     

situation.  

 

Please note that the Eddison Day Club is currently  meeting on  

only a very casual basis for lunch at midday Fridays. 

 

   Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information or 

access to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

PS. 

Ever lost your copy of  

e-News, Current Items of      

Interest or The Serviceman? 

All our publications are also 

readily available to read on 

our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 


