
 1 

RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH  

 Current Items of Interest                                            29 October 21       

The first (non-dinner) RSL WV Sub-Branch OGM since July finally took 

place on the afternoon of Tuesday 26 October. Having measured up the 

rooms available to us since we lost access to the Southern Cross Club, 

we concluded that only the corridors at the Grant Cameron Community 

Centre could meet the COVID requirement for four square metres of 

space per person. 
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A Strength For Life -  Session on 21 October at RSL WV Sub-Branch 

Presenter: Diane Percy 

Active Ageing Coordinator ACT 

Dear members 

If you are visiting the Sub-Branch next week, please note we 
have been advised that the side carpark will be cordoned off 
for repairs on Friday 5 November. You should be aware that  
the front carparks are for two-hour periods only, but there are  
longer term school carparks to the right hand side of the   
Grant Cameron Community Centre. 
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This year the RSL Poppy Appeal celebrates its historic     

centenary.  

For 100 years the Poppy Appeal has enabled the provision of assistance to      

veterans and their families.  

Through the Poppy Appeal, you can contribute to changing the lives of veterans 

and their families. Every current and former service person of this great nation 

deserves our support. Your support or donation can help provide support to 

thousands of veterans and their families. 

The Sub-Branch needs the help of volunteers to continue the tradition of selling 

poppies in November.  

Please call the office on 2685 1931 if you can spare two hours at Woden or     

Coleman Court Shopping Centres between the 6th and 11th of November to    

support Poppy Appeal. 
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On 11 November 2021 the Australian War Memorial 
will hold the Remembrance Day National Ceremony 
which will be broadcast live on ABC from 10.45 am 
AEDT and streamed live on the Memorial’s Facebook 
page. 

The ceremony will include a formal wreath laying and 
the observance of one minute’s silence at 11 am. 

This year’s ceremony will be held in a reduced format 
and attended by a limited number of guests and 
members of the public. In line with the ACT Govern-
ment’s COVID-19 guidelines, 500 ticketed attendees 
will be able to attend. 

Tickets will be available for members of the public to 
book online from 10 am AEDT on Friday, 29 October 
2021. 

Tickets are free and will be required for entry. 

The Remembrance Day Last Post Ceremony will be 
live streamed on the Memorial’s Facebook page and 
website at 4:45 pm AEDT. 
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From RSL Australia 

Applications for the RSL Scholarships and the Reg 
Saunders Scholarships will close at midnight on           
31 October 2021.  As an ex-service veteran, you may 
have children or grandchildren who are eligible for 
one  of the RSL scholarships for tertiary study.                   

Learn more and apply online via the AVCAT website: 
https://avcat.org.au/forms/apply/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Favcat.org.au%2Fforms%2Fapply%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cf79e900d2fbe4155765a08d9980d2f1e%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637708004653248921%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
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Thank you to all RSL Members who participated in the 2021 Census. RSL Australia received a letter 
of thanks from the General Manager of the Australian Bureau of Statistics, thanking RSL for playing 
a support role in encouraging #ourRSL to get involved.  

For the first time, 2021 Census - Australia data will provide information about service with the     
Australian Defence Force. The data is expected to be released in stages from June 2022 - mid-2023  
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From the Australian War Memorial: 

 

El Alamein was one of the great battles of the Second World War, and is frequently 
described as a turning-point of that conflict.  

The epic struggle began on 23 October 1942 and lasted until 5 November. Members 
of the 9th Australian Division took a leading role in the battle. Its three field artillery 
regiments provided about 80 of the 880 guns that fired the extraordinary opening 
barrage at 9.40 p.m. on that first night, 23 October. They were still firing when the 
final breakthrough was achieved on the night of the 2 November, and in between 
they were often the crucial factor halting enemy advances and making Common-
wealth ones possible. 

The battle was a slogging match, for it soon became apparent that the original plan 
of the overall British commander, General Montgomery, to achieve a quick break-
through with tanks, was impossible. The main theme of this slogging match or 
'dogfight', became the necessity of drawing the best Axis formations, the German 
units, to a part of the battlefield where they could be pinned down and worn down. 
That would allow a breakthrough by the British tanks in an area that was denuded of 
these fine troops. 

In what Winston Churchill called "ceaseless bitter fighting", it was the Australians on 
the northern, coastal, flank of the battle, who managed to achieve this magnetic pull 
on the German armour and men. Churchill, General Montgomery and other British 
commanders acknowledged the crucial value of the Australian contribution at the 
time. 

In 2017, the Memorial invited 23 veterans of El Alamein to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the battle. Watch the Last Post Ceremony here:                          
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzOWp0uMX60 

Image: Veterans of El Alamein attending the Last Post Ceremony commemorating 
Acting Corporal R A Matheson and the 75th anniversary of the second battle of El 
Alamein, 23 October 2017. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzOWp0uMX60
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Around Australia 

Two people have died with COVID-19 in NSW, taking 
the state's COVID-19 death toll to 508. 

NSW had 293 fresh cases in Thursday's update, with 
381 people in hospital and 82 requiring intensive 
care. 

93.3 per cent of people aged 16+ have had one dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine, while 86 per cent of people 
aged 16 years and older have had two doses of a 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Victoria recorded 1923 COVID-19 cases and 25 
deaths in the 24 hours to midnight, bringing the total 
active cases in the state to 22,189. 

There are 746 patients with coronavirus in hospitals, 
137 in ICU and 85 ventilated. 

The state now has 77 per cent of the population aged 16 years and over fully vaccinated. More 
information at www.covid19.act.gov.au 

From 11:59pm tonight, 28 October 2021, face masks will no longer be mandatory outdoors in the 
ACT.   

Although you won’t need to wear a face mask outdoors, you must always carry a face mask with 
you, even when you’re outside.    

It’s important to know it will still be mandatory for everyone aged 12 years and over to wear a 
face mask when indoors, including:   

  At grocery shops   

  In common areas of apartment buildings   

 ️ In offices, unless at a workstation and 1.5m away from anyone else  

  At retail shops   

☕ In cafes and restaurants, unless seated at a table   

  On public transport and while using ride share services   

  In a car with people from another household.  

Please remember that not everyone can wear a mask safely. Those who have a physical or men-
tal health illness or condition, or a disability that makes wearing a fitted face covering unsuitable, 
do not need to wear a mask.  

People can also remove their mask indoors in certain situations, such as when they are eating, 
drinking, or doing vigorous exercise.   

You can find more information here: https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/.../ACTs-Pathway-Forward...  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.covid19.act.gov.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cbd49904e10bd4d69092808d999a64bd8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637709761779439111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/.../ACTs-Pathway-Forward
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