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RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH  

 Current Items of Interest                       5 November 21       

This year the RSL Poppy Appeal celebrates its historic     

centenary.  

For 100 years the Poppy Appeal has enabled the provision of assistance to      

veterans and their families.  

Through the Poppy Appeal, you can contribute to changing the lives of veterans 

and their families. Every current and former Service person of this great nation 

deserves our support. Your support or donation can help provide support to 

thousands of veterans and their families. 

The Sub-Branch needs the help of volunteers to continue the tradition of selling 

poppies in November.  

Please call the office on 6285 1931 if you can spare two hours at Cooleman    

Court Shopping Centre between the 6th and 11th of November to support the 

Poppy  Appeal. 
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Dear members 

If you are visiting the Sub-Branch next week, please note we 
have been advised that the side carpark will be cordoned off 
for repairs on Friday 5 November. You should be aware that  
the front carparks are for two-hour periods only, but there are  
longer term school carparks to the right hand side of the   
Grant Cameron Community Centre. 

 
The Australian War Memorial is pleased to reopen to the public – with a new tempo-
rary entrance – on Wednesday 17 November 2021. 

The new temporary entrance, on the eastern side of the main building opposite Pop-
py’s café, will be the main visitor entry point for the next three years as works on the 
Memorial’s Development Project continue. 

Visitors will require timed tickets to enter the Memorial galleries, and also to attend 
the daily Last Post Ceremony at 4:45 pm in the Commemorative Area. 

Ticket bookings open tomorrow Wednesday 3 November, for visits from Wednesday 
17 November. 

Ticketing information: https://www.awm.gov.au/visit 

#OurContinuingStory 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awm.gov.au%2Fvisit&h=AT1zihIU0RspCqXbQCgZ_oz9r2VXOCkkKCltHKmuj2TgN7g3h9xkVJZ_-WskqZSrCCBX_1Ul37pWSo8I2Sj15PX0R0poGGZqVSMi1kcWYO9DzS3WLx3sxuF-D8JOlyFFmsA-aANwqzsvioR2cbvATHMt1SNExz00-CahIv5PZ5JuEoPMY1FROdwfZtA7c
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ourcontinuingstory?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD0gBMgTfQyr-kLwRqsFdZRbQST5c_J31EfSgx99rnWprvWgdfTSAsP5wsuEcuhReon8nkDW-hKEuV2n2euJiL1IRcRzZWLqAzuS7uGyAM8Jp9W96wwm6F3eRFredglAZJA8Jj0ZreFWPkt3La46z
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On 11 November 2021 the Australian War Memorial will hold 
the Remembrance Day National Ceremony which will be 
broadcast live on ABC from 10.45 am AEDT and streamed 
live on the Memorial’s Facebook page. 

The ceremony will include a formal wreath laying and the 
observance of one minute’s silence at 11 am. 

This year’s ceremony will be held in a reduced format and 
attended by a limited number of guests and members of the 
public. In line with the ACT Government’s COVID-19 guide-
lines, 500 ticketed attendees will be able to attend. 

Tickets will be available for members of the public to book 
online from 10 am AEDT on Friday, 29 October 2021. 

Tickets are free and will be required for entry. 

The Remembrance Day Last Post Ceremony will be live 
streamed on the Memorial’s Facebook page and website at 
4:45 pm AEDT. 
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Release of Veterans' Advocacy Research Project  

The Baseline Study of Current and Future Availability of Ex-Service Organisation Advocacy 
Services Research Project was commissioned by DVA to collect data on the capacity of the 
Advocacy workforce. and undertaken by the UNSW Social Policy Research Centre. The 
project was undertaken by UNSW Social Research Centre, and involved a literature review 
and surveys of ESOs and advocates. 

 

While decisions taken to protect participants’ privacy and encourage participation limited 
testing of the data, it does indicate the capacity of the advocacy workforce is declining 
quickly.  

• 43 per cent of advocates are over the age of 70; although 53 per cent of those enrolled 
in the Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP) training are under 60 years 
of age; 

• advocates work an average of 15.4 hours per week (volunteers 12 hours; paid advo-
cates 25 hours), and one third of advocates intend to reduce their hours; 

• only half of the current advocates expect to continue for more than five years; and 

• only 56 per cent of ESOs intend to provide services for more than five years; over 
16 per cent indicated they intend to cease providing services, while a further 7 per cent 
only expect to provide services for the next one to two years. 

 

The report contains many other observations and data about advocates and the services 
they provide.   

 

This valuable information will inform Government’s consideration about how it will support 
advocacy services in the future, and will also help ESOs to plan for the provision of future 
advocacy services. 

 

The report has been released in full and is available on the DVA website: Veterans’ Advoca-
cy Research Project | Department of Veterans' Affairs (dva.gov.au) 

 

Regards, 

Victoria  

Victoria Benz 

Deputy Commissioner, NSW & ACT 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

t (02) 9213 7878 | ext 417878 | m 0417 654 347 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dva.gov.au%2Fabout-us%2Foverview%2Fresearch%2Fveterans-advocacy-research-project&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7C4001b0b4160c4627be1f08d99f24e677%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dva.gov.au%2Fabout-us%2Foverview%2Fresearch%2Fveterans-advocacy-research-project&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7C4001b0b4160c4627be1f08d99f24e677%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529
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Extension/Cessation of the Defence Reparation  

Scheme  

As you may be aware, the Australian Government extend-
ed the Defence Reparation Scheme by a further 12 
months to 30 June 2022.  

 

Applicants must contact the Commonwealth Ombudsman 
on or before 30 June 2022, and either submit a report of 
abuse, or provide written notification of their intention to 
submit a report, with completed reports to be lodged by  
30 June 2023. 

 

Our Office is requesting your assistance to notify your 
stakeholders about the extension of the scheme and the 
deadline for applying for a reparation payment. The at-
tached factsheet outlines important information about who 
may apply for a reparation payment and when and how 
applications must be made. We would be grateful if you 
could provide this factsheet to your stakeholders. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

The Defence Force Ombudsman team 

DefenceForce.Ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au 

mailto:DefenceForce.Ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au
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For registration click link below: 

https://www.openarms.gov.au/get-support/programs-workshops/upcoming?
field_state_target_id=15&field_session_type_target_id=All 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.openarms.gov.au%2Fget-support%2Fprograms-workshops%2Fupcoming%3Ffield_state_target_id%3D15%26field_session_type_target_id%3DAll&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7C8c51ab3e4a0c4
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.openarms.gov.au%2Fget-support%2Fprograms-workshops%2Fupcoming%3Ffield_state_target_id%3D15%26field_session_type_target_id%3DAll&data=04%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7C8c51ab3e4a0c4
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