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RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH  

Current Items of Interest                                               6 May 22       

FROM ACT RSL WEBSITE 
KOKODA 80TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATED IN PNG ON ANZAC DAY   
   
More than 2000 people turned out at the ANZAC Day commemoration in Port      
Moresby, Papua New Guinea, on Monday April 25, 2022. 
This year’s event marked the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Kokoda. Attendees 
remembered all those who paid the ultimate sacrifice to keep not only PNG free, 
but Australia as well. 

“The bond between these two countries is something that is uniquely hard to de-
scribe, it really needs to be felt,” said Glenn Maitland LM, President of the Port   
Moresby RSL Sub Branch. “The Diggers and the Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels forged it, and 
all who attended on Monday ensured that it not only carries on, but that it grows in 
stature each year.” 

 
“In attendance was His Excellency Sir Bob Dadae, The Governor General of PNG. 
The Usual Heads of Missions, Defence Representatives of various nations, Royal 
Papua Constabulary and of course, the general public have all assisted us in mak-
ing it one of PNG’s best Commemorations ever,” Mr Maitland said. 
 
“Homage was also paid to our great mates across the ditch in New Zealand, who 
were with us on that very first day 107 years ago and are still with us today. The 
symmetry in these two relationships is not lost on anyone who attended on      
Monday, and the commitment of those who still serve today ensure that it will go 
on forever.” 
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GEARS Training 

 

The Woden Valley Sub-Branch will be co-ordinating Group   

Emotional and Relationships Training (GEARS) in early 

June for 12 weeks. 

Dr Jonathon Lane will conduct this Training using the 

resources of the Military and Emergency Services Health 

Australia which is part of the Hospital Research Foundation 

Group. No financial gain is had by anybody apart from 

normal wages. 

These classes will run for 12 weeks on each Thursday from 

6 pm till 8pm in the training room at the Woden Valley RSL       

Sub-Branch commencing in early June 2022 at Grant 

Cameron Offices at 14 Mulley Street in Holder. 

Dr Lane will attend in person at the 1st, 6th and 12th. 

The course will be restricted to 10 persons with a reserve of 

2 extra (in case someone drops out) 

The preference is for serving military, or those recently 

transitioned or about to or military veterans. 

Please contact the reception at WVRSL Sub-Branch on  

(02) 6285 1931. 

 

MEETING NEWS 

AGM/OGM  

An AGM/OGM will be held at 1400 hours on Tuesday 31 

May 2022 in the Sub-Branch Office. Light refreshments 

will be provided following the OGM. 
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Australians gather around the world to commemorate Anzac 

Thousands have gathered in 
Australia and around the world 
to commemorate Anzac Day 
and pay tribute to those who 
have served this nation in wars, 
conflicts and peacekeeping op-
erations. 

In towns and cities across the 
country, in the fields of France, 
on the beaches of Gallipoli, in 
Hellfire Pass, Thailand, and San-
dakan, Borneo, and in many 
other places, people gathered 
to remember. 

In the pre-dawn light, we came 
together to pay our respects to the more than 102,000 Australians who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the defence of our nation, the millions who have served, and the loved 
ones who have supported them. 

This year marked the return of international public commemorations for the first time 
since 2019, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and travel restrictions. 

Anzac Day commemorations have been held in Australia since 1916, with the day formally 
gazetted as a day of commemoration in every state and territory during the 1920s. 

Anzac Day pilgrimages to places of significance to Australians who have served is also a 
long-held tradition, with services held on Anzac Cove, Gallipoli, as early as 1923. 

Attendance at Anzac Day domestic and overseas commemorative services included: 

• Anzac Day Service, Port Moresby (Bomana War Cemetery), Papua New Guinea: 2,000 

people 

• Australian War Memorial Anzac Day Dawn Service, ACT, Australia: 18,200 people 

• Anzac Day Dawn Service, Gallipoli, Turkey: 563 people 

• Lone Pine Service, Gallipoli, Turkey: 187 people 

• Anzac Day Dawn Service, Villers-Bretonneux, France: 665 people 

• Anzac Day Service, Hellfire Pass, Thailand: 450 people 

• Anzac Day Service, Sandakan, Malaysia: 85 people, as the Service was not open for 

public attendance this year in accordance with local COVID restrictions. 
For more information on the meaning of Anzac Day and its history, visit the Department of 
Veterans' Affairs Anzac Portal. 

Image: Dawn Service, Gallipoli, 25 April 2022 (Department of Defence) 

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/commemoration/commemoration-days/anzac-day
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Australian Kookaburra Kids Foundation 

Australian Kookaburra Kids Foundation offer clinically designed mental health 
literacy programs that integrates fun and recreation with mental health 
education. Delivered free to registered young people, our unique steeped care 
model offers pre-early intervention mental health services and education 
designed to meet the needs of serving and ex-serving ADF Kids through 
Camps, Activity Days and online Connect sessions..  

  

Evidence shows that these programs have a significant impact in improving 
the mental health literacy

 
of the participating young people which will lead to 

better long term mental health outcomes. Every opportunity our Kookaburra 
Kids have to participate in our programs involves a genuine connection with 
other young people and aims to empower them to thrive beyond the impacts 
of family mental illness.  

  

I would love the opportunity to have Zoom/Teams or phone meeting with you 
to share the Kookaburra Kid story and work with you to connect defence 
members to our programs.  

  

I look forward to hearing from you.  

Colin Pickstone 

National Engagement and Project Manager (Defence) 

Australian Kookaburra Kids Foundation 

Mobile 0427 755 398 

Phone 1300 566 525 
Email colin.pickstone@kookaburrakids.org.au 

Website www.kookaburrakids.org.au 

         

   

More details click link below: 

AKKF Defence Kids Program 2021.pdf  

mailto:colin.pickstone@kookaburrakids.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kookaburrakids.org.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7C0504c7d1b95748064ae208da28acb6c7%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637867019647611748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
file:///C:/Users/AlexSolecka.AzureAD/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KF3V7V9T/AKKF%20Defence%20Kids%20Program%202021.pdf
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Please note that the Eddison Day Club is currently  meeting on  

only a very casual basis for lunch at midday Fridays. 

 

   Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information or 

access to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

PS. 

Ever lost your copy of  

e-News, Current Items of      

Interest or The Serviceman? 

All our publications are also 

readily available to read on 

our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

COFFEE CATCH UP                        

ACTIVE AGAIN  

Our Coffee Catch Up is open 

again from 10-12 every Friday in 

The Corey Room, Level 2A, of the 

Grant Cameron Community   

Centre, 27 Mulley Street, Holder. 


