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28 FEBRUARY 2024  

 

CONSULTATION NOW OPEN ON VETERANS’ LEGISLATION REFORM 

  

The Albanese Government has today released exposure draft legislation which will simplify and harmonise the 
century old veterans’ entitlements, compensation and rehabilitation system.  

  

The current system is difficult to understand and complex to administer. The Royal Commission into Defence and 
Veteran Suicide found the system was “so complicated that it adversely affects the mental health of some veter-
ans and can be a contributing factor to suicidality.”  

  

Following consultation, the draft legislation will simplify the veteran compensation system, with all claims to be 
considered under a single Act. Under the new system:   

  

• All new claims for compensation and rehabilitation from the date of commencement would be assessed under 

a single Act, an improved Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act (MRCA); 

• The Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 and the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation (Defence-related 

Claims) Act 1988 would be closed to new claims following commencement of the new arrangements; 

• All benefits being received under existing schemes will continue unaffected under grand-parenting arrange-
ments. Any new claims after the commencement date (including claims for worsening of pre-existing conditions) 
will be assessed under the improved MRCA. 

  

There will also be a number of improvements including: 

• introduction of a new Additional Disablement Amount to provide similar benefits as the Extreme Disablement 
Adjustment for those post retirement age; 

• making the higher travel allowance under MRCA available to all veterans and for all kilometres travelled; 

• providing a pathway for veterans currently only covered by DRCA to qualify for the Specialist Medical Review 
Council and a Gold Card if they have a new claim accepted  and 

• increasing the general funeral allowance to $3,000 with the amount previously set at $2,000. 

  

Today’s release of draft legislation follows the Government’s earlier consultation on a pathway to simplify the vet-
erans’ legislative framework, and provide better support to veterans and their families. Feedback from that consul-
tation has guided the proposed changes announced today. 

  

I welcome feedback and submissions from the veteran community and general public on the draft Veterans’ Enti-
tlements, Treatment and Support (Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024, submissions close on 28 April 
2024.  

  

More information on the proposed legislation changes, and opportunities to provide feedback can be found here – 

Veterans' Legislation Reform – Exposure Draft Consultation | Department of Veterans' Affairs (dva.gov.au)  

   

MEDIA CONTACT: media.team@dva.gov.au 

https://www.dva.gov.au/about/royal-commission/veterans-legislation-reform-exposure-draft-consultation
mailto:media.team@dva.gov.au
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Highgate RSL Sub-Branch  

ADF Sword Raffle (value c. $1500)  

Choice of Navy, Army or Airforce pattern  
 

                                                    

Highgate RSL Sub-Branch in Western Australia is 

conducting a raffle with your chance to win this 

brilliant, brand new ADF Officer’s Sword with 

scabbard. Your choice of Navy, Army or Airforce 

pattern made to military specification. Package 

includes tan leather sword bag and sword knot. 

Value c.$1500 kindly donated by Sword World.  

 

To enter, contact any Highgate committee    

member to buy a ticket OR simply click on the 

link HERE and fill out the details on the form  

provided. Tickets are $20 each with only 300 on 

sale. The raffle will be drawn 20th May 2024 at 

1215pm at Anzac House, Perth WA, with the re-

sults of the draw published on 3rd June at:   

https://highgate-rsl.org.au/ Upon confirmation 

of pattern selected, the prize will be couriered 

FOC to the winning ticket holder.  

Permit No. LS221191424  
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‘Connecting Up’  

 

‘ For the information of members, the Sub-Branch has 
revitalised its registration with a non-profit community 
support program called ‘Connecting Up’.  Through this 
program, members can access donated and/or significantly 
discounted computer software products.  The products of 
most likely interest to members would include software 
from Microsoft and Adobe (both for Windows and Mac 
operating systems).  In some instances, they can be 
discounted by up to 80%. 

 
 

The Connecting Up public website can be accessed by 
members at User account | Connecting Up where general 
information about available products can be found.  Access 
to prices cannot always be found at this website, nor can 
direct orders be placed through it by individuals.  This can 
be done only by our Sub-Branch contact officer who can sign 
into our account with Connecting Up.  If interested, please 
contact our member, Andre Bobets, on 0412 266 047.  He 
will be happy to provide detailed product pricing details and 
the associated purchasing protocols.' 

 
 

https://www.connectingup.org/user
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Sufferings of War and Service sculpture, For Every Drop Shed in Anguish, Dedication Ceremony - 

Ben Farinazzo 

Ben Farinazzo: Ambassador | Advocate | Speaker  

A proud Australian with Italian and Aboriginal heritage, Ben's journey 

from 

serving in the Australian Army to overcoming seemly insurmountable 

challenges 

is a testament to the strength and resilience of the human spirit. He 

battled posttraumatic 

stress disorder, depression, anxiety, and a broken neck and back, to 

represent Australia in indoor rowing and powerlifting at the Invictus Games 

Sydney 2018, winning two gold medals. 

Ben is an Australia Day ambassador, advocate and speaker for several national 

charities and organisations to help improve the mental health and wellbeing of 

Australians, particularly our veterans. He uses his journey to shine a light of hope 

on those who are still experiencing times of darkness. 

At the core of his journey is his family: his wife and three children, who are his pillars of love, 

strength, and 

support. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUsV7wXpAm8
https://www.benfarinazzo.com/
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ANZAC DAY 2024 

 
On Thursday 25 April 2024, the Australian War Memorial will mark the Gallipoli landings in 
1915, as well as commemorating all Australians who have served and died in military 
operations. 

The 2024 Anzac Day commemorative program includes: 

• Dawn Service at 5.30 am 

• RSL ACT Branch Veterans’ March at 9.30 am. Those wishing to participate must read the 
guidelines and register to march. 

• Last Post Ceremony at 4.30 pm 

 

     https://www.actrsl.org.au/commemorations 

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac-day
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Revisit Korea 2024 -   

For the information of you and your Korean Veteran Members and their families. 

“Dear all, 

 

Hope this finds you well. Thank you for your patience, I am writing to announce Re-
visit Korea Program 2024 to you. 

  

The Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs of the Republic of Korea has proposed 
to invite Veterans and their family members to participate in Revisit Korea 2024. 

  

The proposed dates for this year are April, July and November.  

Quotas to Australians can be found on the information attached, which is inclusive 
of carers. 

  

Please have a thorough read of the information given, and fill out the application 
form attached and return it to me no later than Friday 15th March, 2024.  

My email address and postal address can be found below.  

  

Please note that the schedule could be subject to change, then we will inform you as 
soon as we get updated. 

It would be grateful if you could spread this news to anyone else who would be in-
terested and eligible. 

  

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have! 

Best regards, 

Blair 

  

유혜림 Blair Hyelim Yu (Ms.) 

주호주국방무관부 실무관 Research Officer  

Office of the Defence Attaché, 

Embassy of the Republic of Korea 
113 Empire Circuit  

Yarralumla ACT 2600 
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COFFEE CATCH UP                            

EVERY FRIDAY 10-12  

Members and guests are welcome            

to join us for a chat and enjoy freshly 

brewed coffee  & cake with former         

service mates. Every Friday from              

10 to 12  in The Corey Room, Level          

2A, of the Grant Cameron Community 

Centre, 27 Mulley Street, Holder. 

The Eddison Day Club will continue to meet for a lunch each Friday at 

noon until we can once again meet as a reinvigorated Day Club.   

Come and join us for lunch at Canberra Irish Club 6 Parkinson St, Weston 

ACT 2611 

   Contact Us 
Give us a call for more information 

or access to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

 

62851931 

 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

 

Office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

PS. 

Ever lost your copy of  

e-News, Current Items of      

Interest or The Serviceman? 

All our publications are also 

readily available to read on 

our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 


