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RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH  

Current Items of Interest                                               8 July 22       

For the first time, last year’s 2021 Census - Australia included a question about      
service in the Australian Defence Force.  

This data will help clearly map where our veterans live and just how many there are   
in the community to ensure our services are better placed to support them and their 
families . #OpenArmsSupport  

The 2021 Census - Australia results are in – forming a more complete picture of our    
veteran and current serving community.  

Our veteran community is made up of 84,865 personnel in active ADF service and 
496,276 veterans, with the highest number reported in the 65-74 years age group.  

People who have served in the ADF are also more likely to undertake volunteering 
work, which has been recently demonstrated with the provision of support provided 
during bush fires, floods and supporting the vulnerable in our community during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Census data is publicly available on the ABS website, and will be useful for ex-
service organisations and community groups supporting veterans to plan and pro-
vide critical veteran specific support services in areas where they are needed.  

To read more, visit: http://www.dva.gov.au/.../making-history-half-million...  

https://www.facebook.com/2021CensusAU?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWbIAxSEz8DB6il3NAtpV4FLnRFvQaqvBlRYIIyQ5SKi_7eMsayIyHkKLh3amb8C-DUMvHnE1_mtgvA3kGfSPRJozm2P4Riegx-75bqj4qpGBe0ksBF4mED5lCXEdagr01AXWNqXB4_g5EY9cODMY5kLPEZpNT25CmUXJXNzdRCEcPvIarWEAsTwnIgQQvgHa9mOUZ74P0vWo
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/openarmssupport?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWbIAxSEz8DB6il3NAtpV4FLnRFvQaqvBlRYIIyQ5SKi_7eMsayIyHkKLh3amb8C-DUMvHnE1_mtgvA3kGfSPRJozm2P4Riegx-75bqj4qpGBe0ksBF4mED5lCXEdagr01AXWNqXB4_g5EY9cODMY5kLPEZpNT25CmUXJXNzdRCEcPvIarWEAsTw
https://www.facebook.com/2021CensusAU?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWbIAxSEz8DB6il3NAtpV4FLnRFvQaqvBlRYIIyQ5SKi_7eMsayIyHkKLh3amb8C-DUMvHnE1_mtgvA3kGfSPRJozm2P4Riegx-75bqj4qpGBe0ksBF4mED5lCXEdagr01AXWNqXB4_g5EY9cODMY5kLPEZpNT25CmUXJXNzdRCEcPvIarWEAsTwnIgQQvgHa9mOUZ74P0vWo
http://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-veterans/making-history-half-million-veterans-australia?fbclid=IwAR3iNVwPLDALjJZLBNdbBTu0ZJFQkpFLWcgCxArO2zU3Q7XvLWLz2DPZRqk
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“The following media release is from Jeremy Stredwick, who spoke to us on several 
occasions about this exciting program. 

Although we were unable to do anything of substance for him or Alectum, we are 
pleased to read of their initial success and wish them well as they progress.”  

Jim Gilchrist  
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More high resolution photos are available here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dcst55eclnaa9wz/AACJTNzxSkeAO3OH3Ua7sQI9a?dl=0 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dcst55eclnaa9wz/AACJTNzxSkeAO3OH3Ua7sQI9a?dl=0
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CSCC Community Rewards Program FY22-23  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear members, 

We have again entered into an agreement with the Canberra Southern 
Cross Club (CSCC) to participate in its Community Rewards Program 
for the 2022-23 financial year. Under the terms of the Agreement, the 
CSCC will pay the Sub-Branch 7.5% of the food and beverage spend 
by Sub-Branch members who are members of the CSCC and have 
registered their intention to participate.  

This initiative provides an extra source of funds for the Sub-Branch 
and members who are also members of the CSCC are encouraged    
to register and nominate the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch as the      
organisation to which those funds can be paid. The following link will 
enable members to so nominate Community Rewards - Woden Valley 
RSL Sub-Branch (wufoo.com)  
Your support of the Program would be much appreciated. 
 
Regards, 

Greg 

https://csccmarketing.wufoo.com/forms/m6vjtyc14ct73l/
https://csccmarketing.wufoo.com/forms/m6vjtyc14ct73l/
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AVCAT Scholarships - Open 18 August 
Hello, 
  
AVCAT scholarships, including the Long Tan Bursary, are tertiary scholarships for 
the children and grandchildren of Australian ex-serving veterans. Scholarships are 
$4000–$6000 per year for three years. 
  
Applications open on 18 August 2022, Vietnam Veterans' Day, and close at mid-
night AEDT on 31 October 2022. 
  
Apply online at avcat.org.au  

Applicants must be: 

• Enrolled or planning to enrol in a full-time course for one or more academic year’s dura-

tion at university TAFE, or RTO in 2023 

• The child, stepchild, foster child, or grandchild of an Australian ex-serving veteran 

• An Australian citizen or permanent resident 

In receipt of, or eligible to receive, Centrelink payments including Youth Allowance, AB-
STUDY, Austudy, VCES or an accepted means-tested Commonwealth government payment 
in 2023 

The Long Tan Bursary is sponsored by the Australian Government Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs. View the complete list of AVCAT Scholarship sponsors here. 
  
Find information about scholarships, the application process or scholarship eligi-
bility at avcat.org.au.  
  
Spread The Word 
Share on socials, hang a poster, hand out a flyer, or drop this notice into your 
newsletter.  
  
Kind Regards 
Len Russell 
CEO AVCAT  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Favcat.org.au%2Fscholarships%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637925935881143246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dva.gov.au%2Fabout-us%2Foverview%2Fconsultations-and-grants%2Fgrants-and-bursaries%2Flong-tan-bursary&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca11
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Favcat.org.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637925935881143246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Favcat.org.au%2Fdonors%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637925935881143246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Favcat.org.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637925935881143246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F97a272bd8fed3e0feaf1b8705%2Fimages%2F737250a9-8b85-1894-e59c-ec6f8aae80ef.jpg&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F97a272bd8fed3e0feaf1b8705%2Ffiles%2Fe64e0aa8-3321-720a-239a-5f7765bd2697%2FAVCAT_Poster_2023.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F97a272bd8fed3e0feaf1b8705%2Ffiles%2Fe2296c0c-b50d-4a6a-719b-43812c3fb6e7%2FAVCAT_Flyer_2023.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C8
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F97a272bd8fed3e0feaf1b8705%2F_compresseds%2F04104e8b-e204-df53-d48a-9a9d2c1becce.jpg&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cff602edaeab34cb648b408da5e4223d5%7C89e037eca1104
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Webinar: Financial freedom 

in service, transition and  

retirement  

Tips from finance professionals and veterans 

 
REGISTER NOW 

Financial freedom in service, transition and retirement | RSL NSW 

11am, Thursday 4 August 2022 

Join a panel of finance professionals and veterans as they discuss the steps they’ve taken 
to build financial independence and their experience working with serving members, those 
transitioning out of defence and veterans approaching retirement.  

Sponsored by Commonwealth Superannuation Corporation. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com%2Ft%2Ft%2FEEQjvVyPphYy75MGs3CNxodxXTOV67x0SWgVdyDTFisx%2FtTmDrs54KnOAD0lKQBhNn6xmk8gwwUxvOOeBj9XP5ckx%3FtargetUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fapp.liv
https://app.livestorm.co/mahlab/financial-freedom-service-transition-and-retirement#msdynttrid=VYZ1FvFOkT3VuPlvFJfUTxxLNo6LM8uZ_E_K3gB21fc
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F5efa521c3bdd428c9c978cc2dd57e908.svc.dynamics.com%2Ft%2Ft%2FN8pzjSlzyxtxjRPepM0UsBiA3QEGQtxQcYa8gdATp0Mx%2FtTmDrs54KnOAD0lKQBhNn6xmk8gwwUxvOOeBj9XP5ckx%3FtargetUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fap
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EDDISON DAY CLUB 

“The Eddison  Day Club has been meeting for a lunch only during the 

last several months.  We have only attracted a small crowd.  If we can 

increase numbers attending we can then arrange for guest speakers or 

entertainers to attend, whereas at present it is not possible to have any 

attend due the small numbers coming to lunch.  COVID is not going to 

go away any time soon.  We realise it is a Catch 22 situation, but unless 

we have more people attend each Friday, we can’t expect to have speak-

ers/entertainers to come to us.  We have had enquiries from people in-

terested in coming to entertain us but they feel it is not worthwhile while 

our numbers are so low.  We do need to increase interest in the Day 

Club to reduce isolation and interaction with others.” 

Regards 

Peter Sutton 

 Vice President Welfare 
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CALL to ARMS  –   We need Welfare Volunteers! 

Over the past two years the ranks of our volunteers have diminished.  

COVID-19 took its toll by halting all group activities and home visits.          

As COVID restrictions ease, we are keen to re-establish the connections 

with members and need your help to do this. 

How can you help? 

• We need to re-establish our Home, Hospital and Residential Aged Care 

Visiting Groups to maintain contact with our older and frail members 

through visits or regular phone calls 

• Coffee catch-ups with members 

• Assisting with commemorative and special events 

• Contributing and editing articles for our publications                                                                                                                                                                     

• Assisting with Day Club weekly fun activities or outings 

• Archiving, library services or assisting the office staff 

• Assisting with transport 

• Organising recreational or social activities 

• Helping raise funds through the ANZAC Day and poppy appeals 

• Assisting with delivery of Christmas Cards and gifts to our oldest members 

• Attend presentations for volunteers at the sub-branch on relevant topics to keep up to date with    

information 

These are some of the opportunities for volunteers and other suggestions are always welcome. 

What is needed to be a Volunteer? 

Firstly, your genuine interest in people and your investment of time and energy in their well-being. 

Each member of our volunteer team must be prepared to abide by our privacy and confidentiality       

policies and apply for the Working With Vulnerable People (WWVP) certification (at no cost to you). 

Our volunteers are highly regarded, not just by RSL, but by those who receive their care and attention 

and by the community at large. 

We would also welcome our former volunteers to let us know if they are still willing and able to offer 

their services. 

Please contact the Welfare Office by email:   welfare@rslwoden.org.au   

or  

phone:  6285 1931 on Tuesday or Wednesday.  

We would like to hear from you!   

mailto:welfare@rslwoden.org.au
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Commemorative Service to mark the 75th Anniversary      

of Australian Peacekeeping 

By way of introduction, my name is Loz Goodchild and I am the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) officer responsible for the planning and delivery of 
the national commemorative service to mark the 75th Anniversary of 
Australian Peacekeeping.  The service will be held on 14 September 2022 at 
the Australian Peacekeeping Memorial on Anzac Parade in Canberra, 
commencing at 10:30am. 

 

The national commemorative service not only marks the 75th anniversary of 
Australian Peacekeeping, but will provide an opportunity for all Australians 
to pause, reflect and appropriately acknowledge the service and sacrifice of 
the more than 66,000 Australians - made up of Australian Defence Force, 
Australian Police Force, and civilians - who have served in peacekeeping or 
peacemaking roles. It will also provide an opportunity to honour the service 
and sacrifice of the 16 Australians that have died on duty or were killed in  
action on peacekeeping operations since 1947. 

 

We are currently finalising the service details and further information will be 
available on our website shortly, however you may wish to pass on the broad 
details of the service to your members. 

 

Kind regards, 

Loz Goodchild 

 

Assistant Director 

Commemorations Directorate | Commemorations and Transformation 
Division 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Ph: 0261918218 |Ext: 428118 |Mob: 0434928687 |E: 
loz.goodchild@dva.gov.au 

mailto:loz.goodchild@dva.gov.au
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Curtin University Honours Research Project - Female Veterans 
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DVA Deputy Commissioner update 
Good morning ESO and veteran colleagues, 

It is wonderful to be back into the Deputy Commissioner role, and I would like to extend my thanks to 
Kathy Karakousis, who was acting Deputy Commissioner for the past two months.  

New Ministry 

Following the outcome of the Federal Election, the new Ministry was sworn in on 1 June.  

The Hon Matt Keogh MP is the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel. Mr 
Keogh was first elected to the House of Representatives as the Member for Burt, Western Australia in 
2016, and previously held a number of shadow minister positions, including as the Shadow Minister 
for Defence Industry. He has also served in a wide range of Parliamentary committees. 

The Hon Matt Thistlethwaite MP is Assistant Minister for Veterans’ Affairs as well as Assistant Minis-
ter for Defence and Assistant Minister for the Republic. 

Release of Census data 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics is releasing the first tranche of data from the 2021 Census on 28 
June 2022. This will include results on the question asking whether respondents have served in the 
ADF, the first time a question about service has been included in the Census.  

Better understanding the veteran population in Australia will allow DVA and ex-service organisations 
to provide support for the veteran community where it’s needed most. 

DVA TV recent videos for promotion 

Please check out the latest videos from DVA TV: 

Firsthand veteran stories of war: Japanese submarines attack Sydney and Newcastle 

A second video on DSH Insurance as part of the DVA Services series. 

Anzac Day – international service montage on Facebook 

DVA TV promotional video on Facebook 

 

Anzac Day Schools Awards 

The Anzac Day Schools' Awards is an annual competition encouraging students, teachers and com-
munities to gain a deeper understanding of Australia’s wartime history, and honour the service of 
Australians. This year’s theme is ‘Engaging with veterans: Stories of peacekeeping’. We encourage 
students to discover personal stories and take part in commemorative activities to honour the ser-
vice and sacrifice of peacekeepers, helping mark the 75th anniversary of Australia’s involvement in 
peacekeeping operations in 2022. 

 

The national winner receives $5,000 and a trophy. Winning entries from each state and territory re-
ceive a cash prize, with another five prizes provided for special category winners. 

 

Entries close on 30 June. For tools, tips, resources and previous award winners, go to: https://
anzacportal.dva.gov.au/research-education/competitions/anzac-day-schools-awards  

 

Deputy Commissioner Consultation Forums 

I look forward to seeing many of you at upcoming Consultation forums, which will be held in person 
for the first time in more than two years. 

 

NSW Consultation forum: Wednesday 6 July, 10am-12pm 
ACT Consultation forum: Wednesday 20 July, 10-11.30am  
 
Please contact your ESO member on that forum to provide feedback or input, and to hear about a 
range of activities across DVA and the ESO and veteran community. 
 
Take care, 
Victoria  
 
Victoria Benz 
Deputy Commissioner, NSW & ACT 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
t (02) 9213 7878 | ext 417878 | m 0417 654 347 
e Victoria.benz@dva.gov.au  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D72z8AifR9sc&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7C1585d84932ab4b9b52b808da4f36e7a8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637909394476538787%7CUnknown%7CT
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DRQB74udkXwk&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7C1585d84932ab4b9b52b808da4f36e7a8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637909394476538787%7CUnknown%7CT
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2FcNzHX4o8Wb%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7C1585d84932ab4b9b52b808da4f36e7a8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637909394476538787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2FcZmho3Wk_a%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7C1585d84932ab4b9b52b808da4f36e7a8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839a%7C0%7C0%7C637909394476538787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanzacportal.dva.gov.au%2Fresearch-education%2Fcompetitions%2Fanzac-day-schools-awards&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7C1585d84932ab4b9b52b808da4f36e7a8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanzacportal.dva.gov.au%2Fresearch-education%2Fcompetitions%2Fanzac-day-schools-awards&data=05%7C01%7Cadmin%40rslwoden.org.au%7C1585d84932ab4b9b52b808da4f36e7a8%7C89e037eca1104e3e82e114529fc0839
mailto:Victoria.benz@dva.gov.au
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Please note that the Eddison Day Club is currently  meeting on  

only a very casual basis for lunch at midday Fridays. 

 

   Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information or 

access to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

PS. 

Ever lost your copy of  

e-News, Current Items of      

Interest or The Serviceman? 

All our publications are also 

readily available to read on 

our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

COFFEE CATCH UP                        

EVERY FRIDAY 10-12  

Members and guests are welcome      

to join us for a chat and enjoy freshly 

brewed coffee  & cake with former   

service mates. Every Friday from       

10 to 12  in The Corey Room, Level   

2A, of the Grant Cameron Community 

Centre, 27 Mulley Street, Holder. 


