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Above from left: Bernice Bissett, her daughter Caitlin, Greg Kennett, and Alex (proudly 

wearing her father’s medals) with her father Andrew Scheiffers at the Eddison Day Club. 

Following the Sub-Branch’s ANZAC and Peace Ceremony on 3 April, Julie 

Cronin invited place-getters of the primary schools’ Essay Competition to visit 

the Day Club and read their essays.  

On 10 May, two of the place-getters, the winning student, Caitlin Bissett from 

Chapman Primary School, with her mother, and second-placed student Alex 

Scheiffers from Saints Peter and Paul Primary School, Garran, with her father, 

attended the Day Club. Sub-Branch Secretary and Essay Competition 

coordinator, Greg Kennett, provided some background to the competition, and 

welcomed and introduced Caitlin and Alex. This year’s essay topic 

was Australian Heroism in Conflict and War.  

Caitlin and Alex read their essays which both featured a family connection, 

were very well written and moving, and were warmly received by those 

attending the Day Club. The students were wonderful representatives of their 

schools and families. 
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26 May 2019 

  

40 Year Reunion of Commonwealth Ceasefire Monitoring Force Rhodesia 
6 – 8 March 2020 - Kedron Waverley RSL Qld 

Members of the Commonwealth Ceasefire Monitoring Force (CCMF) are hosting their first reunion in 40 

years since returning from Rhodesia/Zimbabwe. Reunion is open to all those that served as part of the 

CCFM and Rhodesian Forces including wives and partners. Reunion includes Meet and Greet on Friday 6 

March and Dinner on 7 March. This is our first reunion it will be a great event and an opportunity to unite 

together, catch up with old mates and make some new mates. Please pass this on to anyone that you know 

that served in the CCMF or the Rhodesian Forces 

For further information please contact: 

Contact  

Richard Clarke - ulyssess39371@gmail.com – 0468947929 or   

Les Norton - les.norton@safetman.com.au - 0404812423 

 

Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information or 

access to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Or drop in for a coffee Fridays at 

10.30am 

Our office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

 RSL QLD Callout to Veter-
ans of East Timor to attend 
the InterFET Anniversary 
Tour 

I am a former member of the 3rd Battal-
ion Royal Australian Regiment who has 
organised a tour for veterans to return to 

Timor Leste in September this year to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of their vote for independence and the deployment of the Australian 
led International Forces East Timor peacemaking mission tasked with 
providing peace and stability to the Timorese people. 

Even though this is an InterFET Anniversary Tour any members with 
an interest are welcome to attend. Participants will have the choice 
of coming for 5, 12 or 18 days in order to cater for everyones availa-
bility whilst enabling maximum participation in the official ceremo-
nies and parades planned in Dili.  I have secured sponsorship that will 
cover the transport costs whilst in country and this has significantly 
reduced the total cost per participant.  I am continuing to source 
more sponsorship to further reduce the cost however participants 
should be prepared to pay for their flights to Darwin and at least the 
deposit.  At present the participant cost excluding flights to Darwin 
are approx $950 for 5 days in Dili, $1400 for the 12 day tour and 
$2000 for the 18 day tour.  These prices include vehicles, drivers, 
insurance, accommodation, some meals as well as gifts and dona-
tions for Timorese veterans hosting the group during the tour. This is 
not a commercial enterprise and I will receive no financial gain from 
organising this tour.  If your members wish to participate please 
advise them that EOIs must be submitted by the 10th June 2019 in 
order to allow sufficient time to secure flights and accommodation. 

 Mark Herewini Ex 3RAR Tour Coordinator InterFET Anniversary Tour 

0467484535markherez@hotmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/20th-Interfet-
Anniversary-Tour-1999-2019-
1849089628502744/ 

mailto:markherez@hotmail.com
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F20th-Interfet-Anniversary-Tour-1999-2019-1849089628502744%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C60b84cb918b7473cbec608d6d3f584b0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63692944885659719
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F20th-Interfet-Anniversary-Tour-1999-2019-1849089628502744%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C60b84cb918b7473cbec608d6d3f584b0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63692944885659719
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F20th-Interfet-Anniversary-Tour-1999-2019-1849089628502744%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C60b84cb918b7473cbec608d6d3f584b0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63692944885659719


AGM/OGM NEWS 

At the OGM on 28 May, all three proposed motions to amend the Constitution passed 

with some minor amendments.  

New board members were appointed. Firstly Ashley Willis, a former RAAF medic with 

a number of operation deployments. Ashley introduced herself to Don Baenisch 

sitting next to her and learned he had been a RAAF pilot. Ashley asked if he had 

known Ross Coburn who was her grandfather and also a RAAF pilot. Don said Ross 

was indeed one of his trainers. Both were very moved by the connection, especially 

Ashley, who never knew her grandfather. Both are pictured top left at the AGM.  

Glenda Stevens also joined the Board. Glenda is a former RAAF Air Traffic Controller 

then Reservist. More recently, she has worked with  NFPs—in the ACT, Contact and 

Palliative Care. Glenda is Chair of ACTCOSS and a member of Aussie Hero Quilts 

and Zonta International.  

The outgoing Board received acclamation for their work, including Neil Horn who 

continued in recent months to make his contribution from his new home in 

Queensland. 
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RSL Woden Valley Sub-Branch OGM Dinner 1830 
for 1900 

Tuesday 25 June 2019 

Southern Cross Club 

The Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch is 
pleased to invite members and their 
guests to our next OGM Dinner. 

Presenter 

Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC 
CHIEF OF AIR FORCE 

Air Marshal Leo Davies joined the Royal Australian Air Force as a 
cadet Navigator in 1979 and graduated to fly P3B and P3C Orion air-
craft with No 11 Squadron at Edinburgh in South Australia. In 1987 
Air Marshal Davies completed pilot training and was posted in 1988 
to No 1 Squadron at RAAF Base Amberley. 

In 1990, Air Marshal Davies was posted to Cannon Air Force Base, 
New Mexico, to fly F-111D aircraft on exchange with the United 

States Air Force. In 1993, he was posted to No 1 Squadron as the Operations Flight Commander followed 
by one year as Operations Officer at Headquarters No 82 Wing during 1996. After a posting in 1997 and 
1998 as the Executive Officer at No 1 Squadron, Air Marshal Davies completed RAAF Command and Staff 
Course. In 2000, he commenced two years in Capability Systems within Defence Headquarters. 

In 2002 and 2003, he returned as Commanding Officer with No 1 Squadron and achieved 2000 hours fly-
ing the F-111. He became Staff Officer to the Chief of Air Force during 2004, before taking up the post 
of Officer Commanding No 82 Wing at RAAF Base Amberley, where he was awarded a Conspicuous Ser-
vice Cross (CSC). 

As Director Combat Capability within Air Force Headquarters in 2006 and 2007, he was deployed to the 
Middle East to work in the Combined Air Operations Centre. Between 2008 and 2010, he was the Direc-
tor General Capability Planning within Air Force Headquarters. Posted to Washington as the Air Atta-
ché, he was awarded the United States Legion of Merit Officer. Air Marshal Davies returned from Wash-
ington in January 2012 to take up his appointment as Deputy Chief of Air Force. Appointed an Officer of 
the Order of Australia (AO) in 2014, in 2015 he was promoted to Air Marshal and appointed Chief of Air 
Force. 

Leo is married to Rhonda who is a Registered Nurse and they have two children; Erin who is also a Reg-
istered Nurse (midwife) and Jacob. 

 
Menu: Bread Roll and Butter; Roast pork, potato & pumpkin, steamed greens, apple sauce & 
gravy; Dessert: Chefs selection; Freshly Brewed Coffee and tea selection 
Where:  Corinna Room 2, Southern Cross Club, Phillip 
When:  1830 for 1900, Tuesday 25 June 2019 

Cost:  $32 per head; drinks at own expense 
 

RSVP with payment by cob 18 June by:  

EFT: (Don’t forget to include your name and please note our bank account has changed to A/c Woden Valley RSL 
Sub-Branch: BSB 062 908 Account 10841897 

Cheque: Mail to 14/27 Mulley Street HOLDER ACT 2611 

Or call us to pay by credit card, call in for cash payment. 

Sorry but the club does not allow refunds after 18 June 2019. 
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Treasurer Jan Properjohn was impressed recently by a television documentary on Operation 
Nightingale, Operation Nightingale is a British military initiative developed to use archaeology as a 
means of aiding the recovery of service personnel injured in recent conflict, particularly in Afghanistan. 
Take a look through the following link if this project interests you. 

https://www.wessexarch.co.uk/our-work/operation-nightingale  

DARREN CHESTER REAPPOINTED AS MINISTER FOR VETERANS 
AND DEFENCE PERSONNEL 

Re-appointed Minister for Veterans and Defence Personnel Darren Chester said a mental 
health summit, transitioning Australian Defence Force (ADF) members to civilian employment 
and continuing the transformation of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) will be one of 
his highest priorities in the first 100 days back in the role... 

“I will also be convening a veterans’ mental health summit with State Ministers, health ex-
perts and service providers within weeks to renew the focus on extra steps we can all take to 
prevent veterans’ suicide.” 

Mr Chester said he was looking forward to the Productivity Commission’s final report into the 
system of rehabilitation and compensation for veterans, which is expected to be released at 
the end of June.   

RSL WODEN VALLEY SUB-BRANCH 

Next Volunteers Infor-
mation Session on 3 
July 2019 will feature 
a Commonwealth 
Bank presentation on 
internet safety. Light 
lunch will be provided 
- 10am to 12noon 

On Wednesday 3 July 2019 
Grant Cameron Community Centre 
27 Mulley Street, HOLDER ACT 2611 

SESSION HELD IN COMMON CON-
FERENCE ROOM (Enter the main 
building through the front, past the lift, 
through the glass doors, turn left and 
down the hall to room G04)  

Call Jill on 02 62851931 to book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burrangiri— 

Social and recreation support  

next RSL Woden Valley Sub-Branch day visit and 
lunch takes place 20 June 

Call Jill on 02 62851931 to book. 

https://www.wessexarch.co.uk/our-work/operation-nightingale
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