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Bookings are now open for 

our next dinner event  to be 

held at the Southern Cross 

Club Woden on 26 June 1830 

for 1900.  Pay $32 per person 

by credit card on 62851931 or 

bsb  642170 Account 

100072692  and let us have 

your dietary requirements  and 

names of guests. 
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Above: Vice Admiral Ray Griggs and Allan Spencer listen in as President Jim 
Gilchrist speaks at opening on 18 May. 

Vice-Admiral Ray Griggs officially 

opens Holder office  

There was a lot of brass and ESOs everywhere as the young 

mingled with older veterans and government, opposition and 

NZ representatives, including DVA, DFWA, advocates and 

RSL LifeCare, all gathered to inspect our new offices in 

Holder. 

Ray Griggs made it plain that he is aware that sub-branches 

are the worker bees of the veteran landscape. President Jim 

Gilchrist paid tribute to volunteers who are the backbone of 

the RSL.  
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Left: Bet Smith, Margaret 
Gliddon and Kay 
Gilchrist with Ian 
Gollings at the Official 
Opening. 

Above, testing out the chairs in our lounge and below Peter Dinham on left. 

Above: HMAS Kiama was restored by Peter 
Dinham and unveiled for the  Sub-Branch by 
Chloe Griggs and Fiona Mower. 



Gallantry of Vietnam veterans recognised—SBS News/AAP 

Australian soldiers who fought in the Battle of Coral-Balmoral have been recognised 
collectively for their gallantry. 
 

Australian soldiers who fought the largest and most sustained battles of Australia's war in Vietnam have collectively 
been recognised for their gallantry. May 13 marked half a century since the Battle of Coral-Balmoral, an almost 
continuous series of fierce attacks fought over 26 days from May 13 to June 6, 1968. Twenty-six Australians died and 
100 were wounded. It's estimated that 300 North Vietnamese were killed in these actions, but exact figures will never 
be known. 

Governor General Sir Peter Cosgrove, who is also a Vietnam veteran, has awarded unit citations for gallantry to those 
directly involved, while those who flew support missions or were forward deployed are also entitled to wear the citation 
insignia. Family members of deceased veterans are also encouraged to apply for the citation. 

Sir Peter praised the exceptional leadership and soldiering skills and their sustained and outstanding performance in 
the face of overwhelming odds. 

Veterans of eligible units should apply directly to the defence department through a medals application form - 
www.defence.gov.au/medals. 

Citations have been awarded to: 
 

*1st Australian Task Force (Forward), 
* 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment, 
* 3rd Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment, 

* A Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment, 
* C Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment, 

* 12th Field Regiment, Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery, 
* 1st Field Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers. 
* No 9 Squadron RAA161 Reconnaissance Flight, 

* 161 Reconnaissance Flight. 

 

Above: Vice Admiral Griggs and President Jim Gilchrist talk with  Brian Cook at the Holder opening. 

http://www.defence.gov.au/medals


DID YOU KNOW? 

A Canberra woman was hit by a car trying to 
remove a kangaroo hit by a car from a busy 
road this month.  This has prompted the ACT 
Government to remind drivers that, although an 
injured animal may be a distressing sight, we 
must put our own safety first. 
These animals are in a lot of distress, they've 
just suffered substantial trauma and they will 
often mistake your actions as a further attack. 

The ACT Government runs a 24-hour service 
via Access Canberra on 13 2281 that will 
connect people to a trained park ranger, who 
can then remove the animal from the road, often 
within half an hour. 

Above: Vets of all ages, Brian Cook, Les Cook, Bill Smith,  Reg Gillard and Shane Van Duren at our opening. 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation about our services, 

to book for an event or to 

volunteer. 

phone 

62851931  
email: 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Invictus Games Sydney  

2018 pre-sale offer  

20-27 October. 

As a proud supporter and key Games stakeholder 

the Australian War Memorial has been given access 

to discounted, pre-sale tickets for the Invictus 

Games Sydney 2018. They would like to extend this 

offer to you! 

Limited early bird tickets are now on sale at 

invictusgames2018.org. When booking use our 

unique code AWM18 to access the pre-sale tickets 

selected.  

Energy Support Vouchers for low to moderate 

income households 

The ACT Government and ActewAGL 

are providing low to moderate income 

households $100 credit towards your 

current electricity or gas bill. 

They can also offer budget coaching 

sessions (group or one-to-one) provid-

ing information about: 

• Options on bill paying arrangements 

• Easy ways to set up a budget 

• Assistance to reduce energy bills 

Contact Care Financial Counselling 

Service to apply on 6257 1788 or email education@carefcs.org 



 

Also in May this year, two of 

our members received 50-

year certificates of RSL 

Membership. Above right: 

80yo John Burrell called in to 

receive his certificate from 

Secretary Greg Kennett  John 

served in the Army from 

1958-1980. including in PNG 

and Vietnam. Then on 16 

May 2017, Kevin Cremen 

was presented with his 50 

Year RSL Membership 

certificate. Kevin served in 

the Australian Army from 

1942 until 1946 and joined 

the RSL in 1961. We wish 

Kevin well as he approaches 

his 97th birthday.  



OLD RECORDS RETURNED TO SUB-BRANCH 

 

On 24 April 2018, some old Sub-Branch records were returned to the Sub-Branch by Michele Barker 

(pictured below with Secretary Greg Kennett). Michele is the daughter of the late Bill O’Brien who was 

Secretary of the Sub-Branch from 1989 to 1993 and a Committee member before and after that 

period; he was a great stalwart of the Sub-Branch. 

Bill passed away 12 November 2010 and, while going through his papers, Michele found the records 

which comprise some handwritten and typewritten minutes of meetings and annual reports of the 

Yarralumla, West Canberra and Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branches from 1955 to 1971. There is also a 

copy of the first annual report of the Woden Valley RSL Bowling and Recreation Club (Inc) from 1968-

69 – flashbacks to the early beginnings of our Sub-Branch. 

There is also a collection of newspaper clippings concerning a proposal in 1990-91 by the then 

Commonwealth Government to introduce an entry fee to the Australian War Memorial. Many of our 

members will remember that issue being very contentious and emotion ran high during its debate. As 

we know, the proposal was eventually unsuccessful but the clippings clearly show the depth of feeling 

that prevailed at the time. 

We thank Michele and her husband Geoff for contacting us and returning such a valuable part of our 

history. Any members interested in reading the records are welcome to visit the Sub-Branch office and 

read them. Analysis of old records to  extend our 50-year history book would also be appreciated. 

Greg Kennett 


