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The RSL OGM DINNER 
on 25 June enjoyed a 
presentation from  
GUEST SPEAKER  
AIR MARSHAL  
LEO DAVIES  

Pictured left is Air Marshall Leo Davies 
with President Jim Gilchrist.  

Below left: Brad Willis, John Ramadge, 
Air Marshall Leo Davies and new 
Board member Ashley Willis. 



Volunteers Information Session ,  
A recent information session featured guest speaker 

 Jacinta Wright from the COMMONWEALTH BANK on “Safe and Savvy Banking”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming next month: 

Danger Close: The Battle of 
Long Tan is an Australian war 
film about the Battle of Long Tan 
during the Vietnam War . 

 

Starring Travis Fimmel, Luke 
Bracey and Richard Roxburgh, 
and directed by Kriv Stenders 
(RED DOG), DANGER CLOSE 
is in cinemas from August 8. You 
can view its trailer here:  

https://youtu.be/_E0J11-rB7Q 
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For members information from RSL ACT Branch 



DVA recent factsheet for information of members 

Factsheet HSV146 - Additional health support for Australian civilian 

surgical and medical teams who worked in Vietnam from 1964-1972 

Purpose 

This Factsheet provides information on the measure that will see additional health support for Australian civil-

ian surgical and medical teams who worked in Vietnam from 1964-1972. 

What is the measure? 

The Australian Government will provide additional health support for members of Australian civilian surgical 

and medical teams who were contracted by the then Department of External Affairs to provide medical aid to 

civilian hospitals and training to local staff under a South-East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) civilian aid 

program in South Vietnam between October 1964 and December 1972. 

The measure recognizes that while the medical teams were not under the direct command and control of the 

Australian Defence Force during the Vietnam War, they were exposed to hazards and dangers as a result of 

working in a conflict zone for the Australian Government.  The measure also acknowledges that the medical 

teams provided invaluable aid to Vietnamese civilians, often in difficult and traumatic circumstances. 

Why is this important? 

This measure will ensure former members of these teams are able to gain access to treatment for all injuries or 

illnesses, not just those that may have arisen as a result of their employment in Vietnam. 

Treatment will be delivered through the Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card. Services available through 

this card include general practitioners, psychiatrists, psychologists, medication, public or private hospital treat-

ment and counselling. 

Who will this benefit? 

Australian members of the civilian surgical and medical teams (SEATO medical teams) who worked in Vi-

etnam between 1964 and 1972. About 240 doctors and 210 nurses were employed as part of the surgical and 

medical teams. 

How do I apply and when does this come in to effect? 

This measure will commence on 1 July 2019.  The application form can be found on the DVA website - Form 

D9354. 

Once completed, please send the form with relevant supporting evidence to:  

SEATO Surgical Medical Team Members 

GPO Box 9998 

Brisbane, QLD, 4001 

Supporting evidence for your application could include your contract with the Department of External Affairs, 

photos and letters from the time, letters of commendation, evidence of the issuing of the Australian Active Ser-

vice Medal and/or Vietnam Logistics Service Medal by Defence for their role in SEATO or statutory declara-

tions from other team members attesting to your involvement. 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information or ac-

cess to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Or drop in for a coffee Fridays at 10.30am 

Our office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

 Burrangiri   

   Social and recreation support next RSL Woden Valley Sub-Branch day visit and lunch  

    takes place 15 August  2019 

      Call Rani on 02 62851931 to book. 

RSL WODEN VALLEY SUB-BRANCH 

Next Carers Friendship Group 26 August 2019 , 

9.30 am  

Call Rani on 02 62851931 to book. 

                                                        

Did you know?      

E-News and The Serviceman 

are also readily available to read 

on our website 
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 ACCC latest information on scams 
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21 Jun 2019 1:08 PM AEST - Chester Media Re-
lease - Free annual health checks for personnel 
leaving defence force 

FROM 1 July 2019, all Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel leaving full-time service 
can access a fully-funded comprehensive health check from a GP every year for the first five 
years. 

Minister for Veterans and Defence Personnel Darren Chester today announced the expand-
ed Veteran Health Checks that will help optimise the physical and mental health and wellbe-
ing of veterans in the years following transition from the ADF. 

"We know that early intervention is important in helping veterans enjoy positive health out-
comes and manage their health during transition to civilian life," Mr Chester said. 

"Research such as the Transition and Wellbeing Research Programme identifies that current 
and former ADF members benefit from more support in the first five years post-discharge. 

"This is why the Government has designed the Veteran Health Check specifically for veter-
ans so they can access a community or family GP each year at no cost. 

"The Government is committed to putting veterans and their families first and this is just 
one step we have taken to look after their mental and physical wellbeing." 

More broadly, the Australian Government provides more than $230 million a year towards 
veteran mental health, as part of more than $11 billion for veterans and their families in this 
year’s budget. 

"I encourage all veterans to make the time for their Annual Veteran Health Check — get to 
know your GP so they can help you look after your health and wellbeing," Mr Chester said. 

"Your GP can make referrals for additional tests, treatment or assessment by other health 
professionals, and can refer you to relevant Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) services 
or programs. DVA will cover the entire cost of your Veteran Health Checks." 

ADF members who transition before 30 June 2019 will continue to be able to gain access to 
the comprehensive One-off Veteran Health Check (formerly known as the one-off ADF Post-
Discharge GP Health Assessment) at any time post-transition. 

For those in need of immediate mental health support and counselling, Open Arms - Veter-
ans and Family Counselling Service can be contacted on 1800 011 046, 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week. 

To find out more about Veteran Health Checks, please visit the AT-Ease website or call DVA 

on 1800 555 254 

https://at-ease.dva.gov.au/get-support/veteran-health-check
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VIETNAM VETERANS 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
SERVICE 18 AUGUST 
2019 

Vietnam Veterans Remem-
brance Day Service in Can-
berra is organised each year 
by the Vietnam Veterans and 
Veterans Federation ACT Inc.  

This day commemorates Vietnam Veterans’ Day and the anniversary 
of the Battle of Long Tan, on 18 August 1966, one of the fiercest bat-
tles fought by Australian soldiers in the Vietnam War. A total of 17 
Australians were killed in action and 25 were wounded, one of whom 
died a few days later. 
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Sub-Branch staff presented outgoing Deputy President 

Brooke Thorpe with a home made cake for his recent 

birthday.   

REUNION NEWS 
 

The Bi-Annual Re-union of Headquarters 
1st Australian Task Force / D & E Platoon 
(Nui Dat, South Vietnam 1966-1972) will 
be held at the Capital Country Holiday 
Park, Canberra: 29 October – 2 November 
2020. 

The Commemorative Dinner will be held 
on Saturday 31 October 2020 at the Old 
Parliament House (Museum of Australian 
Democracy). The dinner will be preceded 
by a Memorial Service at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on Anzac Ave, 
Canberra. 

For details contact: 

John Verhelst: 0437212121 or 

jeverhelst@gmail.com 

SPECIAL EVENT: 

HONOURING WOMEN AND FAMILIES UNITED BY DEFENCE SERVICE 
Dinner at Parliament House Wednesday August 14 2019 at 7.30pm-10.30pm 

Parliament House Canberra 
Tickets $130-$150 www.eventbrite.com.au 

 

Last year’s National Dinner drew 400 attendees, including political, community, business and defence leaders, 
as well as leaders of the major organisations that support veterans and veterans’ families, and women who are 
connected to defence by their own service or the service of a loved one. 
 
Guest speakers this year include: 
 
- His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC, FTSE 
- Dr Brendan Nelson AO, Director of the Australian War Memorial 
- The Honourable Linda Reynolds CSC, MP, Minister for Defence 
- Minister for Veterans Affairs – The Honourable Darren Chester MP 
- Lieutenant Colonel Tina McBride 
- Renee and Gary Wilson 
- Video stories of women and families united by defence 
 
Entertainment includes: 
- Australian country singer-songwriter Beccy Cole 
- The OZY Youth Choir Honouring Defence Service 
- The Band of the Royal Military College (RMC Band) 
- And more… 
 
This year’s dinner will be held in The Great Hall at Parliament House, Canberra.  


