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   February 2024 

RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH ENEWS 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Dear Members, 

Welcome to the February eNews, that marks the start of Autumn and the promise of beautiful Autumn 
colours. 

Firstly, it’s great to see the pictures of last Friday’s Coffee Catch Up at which an excellent crowd gathered 
to celebrate Peter Sutton’s birthday. Although I was unable to attend, I’ve been assured that kind words, 
cake and camaraderie abounded. I thank Mick O’Donnell for organising this informal function as it also 
marked the start Peter’s road to recovery after his recent stroke. On behalf of our members, I wish Peter 
and Kath all the very best as they continue Peter’s rehabilitation. I also advise members that Peter has 
stood down from his role as the Vice-President Welfare on the Board and from all other official duties, 
while he recovers. Although I’ll do so more formally later, I take thank Peter for his wonderful 
contribution to our Sub-Branch and it’s members over many years. This applies especially to his 
commitments to the Eddison Day Club and to the Volunteer Welfare role. He has never been shy when it 
comes to helping anyone who might a hand or a call. 

Please note several articles that refer to events that require speedy action if you wish to obtain a ticket.   
I also highlight the raffle being conducted by the Highgate RSL Sub-Branch that, amongst other things, is 
associated closely with the WA State War Memorial. 

Having recently seen a notice about the Corey Helmet that is displayed at the AWM, I thought it 
appropriate to reissue some of the articles that refer in more detail to Corey’s service and to his 
connection to our Sub-Branch. I thank Bill Smith for co-ordinating the publication of these articles, 
particularly as they feature another former Sub-Branch President, Alex Reynolds, who shared Bill’s 
passion and who was instrumental in having Corporal Corey properly recognised. 

Please note the Hearing Survey that should be of interest to many readers and the notice about the 
Saluting Their Service Grant for which we will apply with a view to enhancing The Corey Room, its 
functionality and the memorabilia that are displayed there. 

Please also note tomorrow’s OGM that was rescheduled from last week when, for what I think is only the 
first or second time in more 10 years, we did not reach a quorum. 

We have attached at the end of this newsletter, the Soldier On newsletter and advice from Open Arms 
and Invictus Australia about activities and courses they offer. Although these events might not suit many 
of our members directly, they demonstrate the sort of support that is available to younger veterans and 
their families. 

Lastly, I note that, while we’re not officially involved with either the legislative reforms process or the 
evolution of the Queanbeyan Veterans and Families Hubs, we are liaising informally and will engage with 
their respective staff as and when we feel it appropriate to do so. 

Best wishes to all, be kind to each other and to yourselves, and don’t forget to call if you need any advice 
or support, 

Jim Gilchrist 
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RESCHEDULING OF THE FEBRUARY 2024 OGM 

 

Dear members, 
 

The OGM scheduled for Tuesday 27 February 2024 did not achieve 
a quorum. Therefore, in accordance with the Sub-Branch 
Constitution, the OGM is rescheduled and will be held at 1400 
hours in the Sub-Branch office, Holder on Tuesday 5 March 2024. 
The number of members attending that meeting will constitute a 
quorum. 

 

Regards, 

Greg 
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At the Coffee Catch Up on Friday 1 March we celebrated the birthday of our Vice 

President Welfare Peter Sutton. 
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28 FEBRUARY 2024  

 

CONSULTATION NOW OPEN ON VETERANS’ LEGISLATION REFORM 

  

The Albanese Government has today released exposure draft legislation which will simplify and harmonise the 
century old veterans’ entitlements, compensation and rehabilitation system.  

  

The current system is difficult to understand and complex to administer. The Royal Commission into Defence and 
Veteran Suicide found the system was “so complicated that it adversely affects the mental health of some veter-
ans and can be a contributing factor to suicidality.”  

  

Following consultation, the draft legislation will simplify the veteran compensation system, with all claims to be 
considered under a single Act. Under the new system:   

  

• All new claims for compensation and rehabilitation from the date of commencement would be assessed under 

a single Act, an improved Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act (MRCA); 

• The Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 and the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation (Defence-related 

Claims) Act 1988 would be closed to new claims following commencement of the new arrangements; 

• All benefits being received under existing schemes will continue unaffected under grand-parenting arrange-
ments. Any new claims after the commencement date (including claims for worsening of pre-existing conditions) 
will be assessed under the improved MRCA. 

  

There will also be a number of improvements including: 

• introduction of a new Additional Disablement Amount to provide similar benefits as the Extreme Disablement 
Adjustment for those post retirement age; 

• making the higher travel allowance under MRCA available to all veterans and for all kilometres travelled; 

• providing a pathway for veterans currently only covered by DRCA to qualify for the Specialist Medical Review 
Council and a Gold Card if they have a new claim accepted  and 

• increasing the general funeral allowance to $3,000 with the amount previously set at $2,000. 

  

Today’s release of draft legislation follows the Government’s earlier consultation on a pathway to simplify the vet-
erans’ legislative framework, and provide better support to veterans and their families. Feedback from that consul-
tation has guided the proposed changes announced today. 

  

I welcome feedback and submissions from the veteran community and general public on the draft Veterans’ Enti-
tlements, Treatment and Support (Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024, submissions close on 28 April 
2024.  

  

More information on the proposed legislation changes, and opportunities to provide feedback can be found here – 

Veterans' Legislation Reform – Exposure Draft Consultation | Department of Veterans' Affairs (dva.gov.au)  

   

MEDIA CONTACT: media.team@dva.gov.au 

https://www.dva.gov.au/about/royal-commission/veterans-legislation-reform-exposure-draft-consultation
mailto:media.team@dva.gov.au
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From The War Memorial page: 
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Article from the RSL The Serviceman, ANZAC Edition April 2020 
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Highgate RSL Sub-Branch  

ADF Sword Raffle (value c. $1500)  

Choice of Navy, Army or Airforce pattern  
 

                                                    

Highgate RSL Sub-Branch in Western Australia is 

conducting a raffle with your chance to win this 

brilliant, brand new ADF Officer’s Sword with 

scabbard. Your choice of Navy, Army or Airforce 

pattern made to military specification. Package 

includes tan leather sword bag and sword knot. 

Value c.$1500 kindly donated by Sword World.  

 

To enter, contact any Highgate committee    

member to buy a ticket OR simply click on the 

link HERE and fill out the details on the form  

provided. Tickets are $20 each with only 300 on 

sale. The raffle will be drawn 20th May 2024 at 

1215pm at Anzac House, Perth WA, with the re-

sults of the draw published on 3rd June at:   

https://highgate-rsl.org.au/ Upon confirmation 

of pattern selected, the prize will be couriered 

FOC to the winning ticket holder.  

Permit No. LS221191424  
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The Australian Government is inviting eligible organisations to apply for 
grant funding under the Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants 
Program (the program). 
 
The program is designed to provide funding for projects that promote 
appreciation and understanding of the experiences of service and the 
roles that those who served have played, and to preserve, add to the 
sum knowledge on, or provide access to information about Australia’s 
wartime heritage.  
 
There are 2 categories of grants available under the program: 
 
1. Community Grants (STS-CG) 
 
Grants to a maximum of $10,000 are available for local, community-
based projects and activities. 
 
2. Major Grants (STS-MG) 
 
Grants between $10,001 and $150,000 are available for major com-
memorative projects and activities that are significant from a national, 
state, territory and/or broader regional perspective. 
 
Applications are now open and close 9:00 pm AEDT on Wednesday 5 
February 2025.  
Find out more on Current Grant Opportunity View - GO6758: GrantConnect 

https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show?GoUuid=8f80a57c-4453-4014-8ef3-7ce786b356d7&keyword=GO6758
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Tickets for international 2024 Anzac Day services now    

available. 
 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs is pleased to announce that tickets are 

now available to attend the 2024 Anzac Day Dawn Services in France and 

Türkiye. 

 

Recognising the 109th anniversary of the start of the 1915 Gallipoli 

campaign in the First World War, services will be held on the dawn of 25 

April 2024 to commemorate our brave Anzacs on the fields where they fell.  

 

The Anzac Day Dawn Service in Gallipoli, Türkiye will take place at the 

Anzac Commemorative Site within the Gallipoli Peninsula. This will be 

followed by a mid-morning Australian Memorial service at Lone Pine 

Cemetery, the site of one of the fiercest battles that the Australians fought 

during the First World War. 

 

The Dawn Service in France will be held at the Australian National Memorial 

near Villers-Bretonneux, France, followed by a service at the Digger 

Memorial, just outside the town of Bullecourt. The local French government 

will hold a series of smaller services in Villers-Bretonneux and Bullecourt 

throughout the day.  

 

Kahlil Fegan DSC AM, Repatriation Commissioner said, “Anzac day is a 

time to come together with your loved ones in solemn reflection of those 

who have sacrificed so much. There’s something truly moving about 

sharing this experience on the sacred battle fields of France and Türkiye. If 

you’re able to travel, I encourage you to get your tickets today.” 

 

Those planning to attend the Dawn Services can get their free attendance 
passes online at  https://commemorations.teg.com.au/en/ 
Early registration is essential. For entry requirements and travel advice for 
France and Türkiye, visit smartraveller.gov.au.   
 

For those unable to travel, the services in France and Türkiye will be 
broadcast live on the ABC.  
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Revisit Korea 2024 -   

For the information of you and your Korean Veteran Members and their families. 

“Dear all, 

 

Hope this finds you well. Thank you for your patience, I am writing to announce Re-
visit Korea Program 2024 to you. 

  

The Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs of the Republic of Korea has proposed 
to invite Veterans and their family members to participate in Revisit Korea 2024. 

  

The proposed dates for this year are April, July and November.  

Quotas to Australians can be found on the information attached, which is inclusive 
of carers. 

  

Please have a thorough read of the information given, and fill out the application 
form attached and return it to me no later than Friday 15th March, 2024.  

My email address and postal address can be found below.  

  

Please note that the schedule could be subject to change, then we will inform you as 
soon as we get updated. 

It would be grateful if you could spread this news to anyone else who would be in-
terested and eligible. 

  

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have! 

Best regards, 

Blair 

  

유혜림 Blair Hyelim Yu (Ms.) 

주호주국방무관부 실무관 Research Officer  

Office of the Defence Attaché, 

Embassy of the Republic of Korea 
113 Empire Circuit  

Yarralumla ACT 2600 
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Phone 1300 620 380 | Email getsupport@soldieron.org.au  

https://soldieron.org.au/ 

February 2024  

Welcome to the February Soldier On eNewsletter!  
 
We'd love to share with you some exciting opportunities, good news stories and 
ways you can get involved.  
 
Thank you for being a valued member of our Soldier On community  

 

MARCH ON  

The March On Challenge kicks off next 

Our biggest fundraising event of the year, March On, kicks off next Friday. 
Throughout the month of March, thousands of people will challenge 
themselves to walk or run 96kms - the length of the Kokoda Track - to 
raise awareness and vital funds for the work we do to support veterans' 
mental health. 
 
It's a great way to get active, connect with others, and raise funds for an 
important cause. 
 
You can March On Challenge : Register and we'll be here to help every step of 
the way! Our team around the country will be holding local events early in 
the month to get you off to a great start - keep an eye on our social media 
for details. 
 
Visit the March On Challenge : Home or email marchon@soldieron.org.au to 
find out more.  

mailto:getsupport@soldieron.org.au
https://www.marchonchallenge.org.au/register/virtual24/register
https://www.marchonchallenge.org.au/
mailto:marchon@soldieron.org.au
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WE'RE HIRING!  
  

Join the Soldier On team 

 

We're currently looking for Program and Engagement Officers 
to join our team in Perth and Canberra. These officers play a 
vital role in supporting and empowering Soldier On 
participants by providing a range of programs and 
engagement activities. 
 
The role involves planning and facilitating events, offering 
employment and education support, engaging with 
community partners, and fostering corporate relationships to 
promote Soldier On initiatives. 
 
It's a great team to be part of, so if you or someone you know 
sounds right for the job, we'd love to hear from you! Find out 
more by clicking Program and Engagement Officer Job in Perth WA - SEEK  and 
Program and Engagement Officer Job in Canberra ACT - SEEK  

https://www.seek.com.au/job/73705985?type=standard&ref=search-standalone#sol=28cdd0cbf9c07772fb413d3303295a7a5e7622c7
https://www.seek.com.au/job/73706095?type=standard&ref=search-standalone#sol=9d69aff591f19764c5dc27d3f614f78cb719cc40
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

  

Frontline Labs: 

Potential Unleashed 

  
Frontline Labs, a Soldier On Education Partner, is now taking applications for 
their next Veteran Entrepreneur Training (VET-1) program. The Soldier On part-
nership means that courses are fully funded for our participants who successfully 
apply, with travel and accommodation scholarships available for interstate trav-
elers. 
  
Frontline Labs is a veteran-led health promotion charity, whose purpose is to fos-
ter the entrepreneurial spirit and celebrate the veteran business community. 
Their business development programs assist ADF members, veterans, and their 
spouses as they transition to civilian life. 
  
The VET-1 and VET-2 programs were developed with the guidance of industry ex-
perts and veteran mentors. More than 100 veteran and spouse businesses around 
Australia have been supported by the VET programs. With a handful supported in 
venture capital and Series A and B funding. 
  

Alex (Frontline Labs VET-1 Cohort 2) (youtube.com)  
 VET-1 Cohort 3 | Frontline Labs  
  

SUBSCRIBE | Frontline Labs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lz8917gBkOg
https://www.frontlinelabs.org.au/vet-1
https://www.frontlinelabs.org.au/about-3
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Thoroughbred Breeders Australia 

 

Have you ever considered a career working with horses? Thoroughbred 

Breeders Australia | Facebook has been a Pledge Partner of Soldier On since 

2022 and is also a valued Education Partner.  

Applications for their Fast Track program are now open. 

Join an online information session to learn about this traineeship pro-

gram, which would enable you to enjoy 12 months full-time paid employ-

ment on a stud farm while studying for a Certificate III in Horse Breeding 

– a nationally recognised qualification. 

Open to anyone with a passion for horses regardless of experience. 

Find out more via the website: About the Fast Track Program – Thoroughbred 

Breeders Association (tbaus.com)  

RSVP for the information session here: Thoroughbred Breeders Australia fast 

Register for the online session  

https://www.facebook.com/thoroughbredbreedersaustralia
https://www.facebook.com/thoroughbredbreedersaustralia
https://www.tbaus.com/fast-track-program/about-the-fast-track-program/
https://www.tbaus.com/fast-track-program/about-the-fast-track-program/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1179717?
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoldieron.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D09f8ec08613b5a4dde7f1aec7%26id%3Ddd82d3f6d2%26e%3Da16106126f&data=05%7C02%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cfa1aef48f81f4738613808dc37329b8
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Security Career Event - Parramatta 

 

Asset College, in partnership with Wilson Security, are hosting 
an event on 29 February from 10am to 1pm in Sydney 
(Parramatta) for those interested in a career in the security 
industry. 

 
 
Security Company Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Perth | Wilson Security , 
Australia’s leading provider of security protection employs 
over 7900 security personnel across Australia and are actively 
recruiting for new team members.  Security Career Event - 
Parramatta Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite  

Learn more  

                                                                                 

Skills Academy 

 

Skills Academy is open to students aged 13-18 from Defence or 

ex-Defence families, and this term's calendar is out now! 

 

 

Check it out and sign up at Skills Academy | Soldier On Australia  

Skills Academy is a free, online career readiness initiative 

between Soldier On and IBM. 

It’s designed to equip students from Defence and ex-Defence 
families with essential skills and knowledge to thrive in the job 
market through engaging workshops, industry guest speakers 
and networking opportunities.  
 
                                                             Learn more and register!  
                                                    Learn more and register!  

https://www.wilsonsecurity.com.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/security-career-event-parramatta-tickets-803749826367?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/security-career-event-parramatta-tickets-803749826367?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoldieron.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D09f8ec08613b5a4dde7f1aec7%26id%3D435c7f81e0%26e%3Da16106126f&data=05%7C02%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cfa1aef48f81f4738613808dc37329b8
https://soldieron.org.au/supporting-you/learning-and-education/skills-academy/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoldieron.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D09f8ec08613b5a4dde7f1aec7%26id%3D5e38851922%26e%3Da16106126f&data=05%7C02%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cfa1aef48f81f4738613808dc37329b8
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoldieron.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D09f8ec08613b5a4dde7f1aec7%26id%3D5e38851922%26e%3Da16106126f&data=05%7C02%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cfa1aef48f81f4738613808dc37329b8
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Canberra Gala Ball  

AN INVITATION  

Our first Gala Ball for the year is happening in Canberra on 5 
April. These events are a wonderful opportunity for us to 
connect with and celebrate our Soldier On community while 
raising funds for our life-changing support services. 
 
We are delighted to have as our esteemed keynote speaker for 
this event Vasyl Myronshnychenko, Ambassador of Ukraine to 
Australia and New Zealand. 
 
If you'd like to join us, for ticket click here Canberra National Gala | 
Soldier On Australia  

Buy tickets  

https://soldieron.org.au/events/gala-ball-events/canberra-national-gala/
https://soldieron.org.au/events/gala-ball-events/canberra-national-gala/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoldieron.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D09f8ec08613b5a4dde7f1aec7%26id%3Df62e330f95%26e%3Da16106126f&data=05%7C02%7Calex.solecka%40rslwoden.org.au%7Cfa1aef48f81f4738613808dc37329b8
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COFFEE CATCH UP                            

EVERY FRIDAY 10-12  

Members and guests are welcome            

to join us for a chat and enjoy freshly 

brewed coffee  & cake with former         

service mates. Every Friday from              

10 to 12  in The Corey Room, Level          

2A, of the Grant Cameron Community 

Centre, 27 Mulley Street, Holder. 

The Eddison Day Club will continue to meet for a lunch each Friday at 

noon until we can once again meet as a reinvigorated Day Club.   

Come and join us for lunch at Canberra Irish Club 6 Parkinson St, Weston 

ACT 2611 

   Contact Us 
Give us a call for more information 

or access to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

 

62851931 

 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

 

Office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

PS. 

Ever lost your copy of  

e-News, Current Items of      

Interest or The Serviceman? 

All our publications are also 

readily available to read on 

our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 


