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RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH ENEWS 
June 2020 

 

                                  COREY ROOM OPENING CEREMONY         
The long-awaited naming and dedication of the RSL WV S-B lounge as                 
The Corey Room went ahead during the COVID-lockdown, with the result    
this room became a film studio as we had to cancel the planned public 
event. Speeches were recorded by the former Director of the AWM,       
Dr Brendan Nelson, President Jim Gilchrist and former President Bill 
Smith. Bill and our dear friend and member, the late Alex Reynolds, had 
worked for years to have CPL Ernie Corey recognised as the only man in 
the Commonwealth to have been awarded a Military Medal and three 
Bars. We can be proud that Ernie was an inaugural member of the Sub-
Branch. Thanks to Dave Jenkins and his remarkable expertise, we will be 

showing you the subsequent film at the postponed public opening celebration as soon as we 
can.  Mick O’Donnell and Bob Cremer helped keep us on course prior to and during the filming. 
Thanks to everyone who was involved and, for the rest of us, be prepared for the premiere 
of the video of this momentous occasion. 
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Ernest Albert Corey (1891-1972), soldier and labourer, was born on 20 December 
1891 at Green Hills near Cooma, New South Wales, eighth child of Thomas Corey, 
selector, and his wife Ellen, née Burke, both of whom were native-born. He was 
educated at Thubergal Lake Public School and then worked as a labourer in the 
Cooma district. On 13 January 1916 he left his job as a blacksmith's striker to 
enlist in the Australian Imperial Force, marching to Goulburn with the 'Men from 
Snowy River' in a recruiting march. 

Corey was allotted to the 55th Battalion and embarked for overseas service in 
September. He joined his unit in France on 8 February 1917 and in April, as a 
private in 'C' Company, took part in the capture of Doignies. On 15 May, in an 
action near Quéant, his brigade suffered heavy casualties and Corey volunteered 
to serve as a stretcher-bearer: showing 'great courage' he worked for seventeen 
hours in no man's land and was awarded the Military Medal. He became a regular 
stretcher-bearer and won a Bar to his medal for 'devotion to duty' in the battle of 
Polygon Wood on 26 September, carrying out his duties under 'very heavy 
artillery and machine-gun fire'. He was awarded a second Bar for 'conspicuous 
gallantry' at Péronne on 1-2 September 1918 and a third during the attack on the 
Hindenburg Line north of Bellicourt on 30 September. At Bellicourt, Corey, who 
had been promoted corporal nine days earlier, was in charge of the battalion's 
stretcher-bearers and, despite intense machine-gun and shell-fire, directed them 
'with the utmost skill and bravery'; 'regardless of personal danger … he attended 
to men and carried them from the most exposed positions' until he himself was 
severely wounded and evacuated. He returned to Australia on 30 April 1919. 

After demobilization Corey worked at Cooma as a contract rabbiter, and in 1922 
moved to Canberra as a camp caretaker. On 23 September 1924, at St Gregory's 
Catholic Church, Queanbeyan, New South Wales, he married Sarah Jane Fisher; 

there was one daughter of the marriage which was dissolved in 1935. In 1927-40 he worked in Canberra as an office cleaner with 
the Department of the Interior, then served with the 2nd Garrison Battalion in World War II. He was later employed as a caretaker, 
as cook for a departmental survey party and as leading hand at the Canberra incinerator. By 1951 he was almost crippled with 
osteoarthritis. Survived by his daughter, he died at Queanbeyan Private Nursing Home on 25 August 1972 and was buried with full 
military honours in Canberra cemetery. 

Though small in stature Corey was powerfully built and had a lively personality. He is believed to be the only man to have won 
three Bars to a Military Medal. Corey Place in the Canberra suburb of Gowrie is named after him, also a fountain in Cooma 
Centennial Park. 

Queanbeyan, NSW. May 1971. Informal portrait of       
veteran Mr Ernest Corey in a Queanbeyan Nursing 
Home, with Sister Mary Hawkins. Mr Corey was the   
only soldier in the British Commonwealth to have     
been awarded the Military Medal (MM) four times.     
2143 Corporal  Ernest Albert Corey of Cooma, NSW, 
enlisted on 13 January 1916 into the 55th Battalion  

ERNEST  ALBERT  COREY 
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COVID19 – calming and coping 
 Across Australia people are feeling anxious - 
which is a completely normal reaction to the un-
certainty we are facing around the impacts of 
COVID19. Importantly, as long as this anxiety does 
not become overwhelming, it can be channelled 
into positive actions to help us cope and maintain 
our wellbeing. 
Key at this time is looking after ourselves and 
those around us. It is especially important that we 
are checking in with people who have an existing 
mental health issue. If anxiety becomes over-
whelming it can lead to feelings of hopelessness 
and depression. Thankfully, there are actions we 
can all take to strengthen personal wellbeing and 
assist others. 
Remember these are not new skills for veterans 
and their families. Service members and families 
face change and        challenges throughout their 
service career. This is about refocusing coping 
strategies to face a new challenge. 

https://www.openarms.gov.au/about/news/2020/covid19-calming-
and-coping?
fbclid=IwAR2x8aiRP9gMLLkXqBo7uzT9c0GG_u2PL5t-
SMeGWTQqPh0cCSWpKrhJhA8 

Peter Eveille, AM 

After a long career as a volunteer,    
advocate and welfare supporter of 
the RSL, DFWA, VVFA and  Legacy,  
including a stint as RSL ACT President 
and influencer at RSL  National, we 
were delighted to see Peter Eveille 
be appointed as a Member of the 
Order of Australia in the 2020 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.  

Atta boy, Peter, and well done from 
all of us. 

Jim Gilchrist 

  

  

  

https://www.openarms.gov.au/about/news/2020/covid19-calming-and-coping?fbclid=IwAR2x8aiRP9gMLLkXqBo7uzT9c0GG_u2PL5t-SMeGWTQqPh0cCSWpKrhJhA8
https://www.openarms.gov.au/about/news/2020/covid19-calming-and-coping?fbclid=IwAR2x8aiRP9gMLLkXqBo7uzT9c0GG_u2PL5t-SMeGWTQqPh0cCSWpKrhJhA8
https://www.openarms.gov.au/about/news/2020/covid19-calming-and-coping?fbclid=IwAR2x8aiRP9gMLLkXqBo7uzT9c0GG_u2PL5t-SMeGWTQqPh0cCSWpKrhJhA8
https://www.openarms.gov.au/about/news/2020/covid19-calming-and-coping?fbclid=IwAR2x8aiRP9gMLLkXqBo7uzT9c0GG_u2PL5t-SMeGWTQqPh0cCSWpKrhJhA8
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The Mayor of Villers-Bretonneux, a French village inextricably linked with Australia since WWI, and with the Bega Valley                
in particular, has died from COVID-19. 

Dr Patrick Simon died on Wednesday, and a statement from his family described him as their “hero”. 

He had been the village’s mayor since 2008 and recently led fundraising and commemorative efforts that recognised 
the devastating toll of the past summer’s bushfires in Australia. He was awarded an honorary Order of Australia medal 
in 2015. 

Villagers from the northern French hamlet of Villers-Bretonneux have tended the friendship with Australia for more than 
a century. The village is the final resting place for more than 2000 Australian and Commonwealth servicemen, and the 
people of Victoria paid to rebuild the local school after the devastation of the Great War. 

A sign above the L’Ecole Victoria (Victoria School) playground reads “Do Not Forget Australia”. 

Dr Simon also oversaw the renovation of the Franco-Australian Museum in the township. 

As bushfires engulfed the Bega Valley, the people of Villiers-Bretonneux rallied to Australia’s call for help from the 
mayor. 

An online fundraising page received donations from more than 800 people, and more than 1000 people braved the win-
ter chill for a solidarity march from the centre of the village to the Sir John Monash Centre Australian National Memori-
al, where a school choir sang a song specially written for the appeal entitled Australia, Stop Burning. 

By late February, more than $37,000 had been raised. The proceeds are being shared between the firefighters of Robin-
vale in Victoria – which has enjoyed a longstanding relationship with Villers-Bretonneux – and the Bega Valley        
Community Disaster Relief Fund. 

At the request of the Villers-Bretonneux community, the Bega Valley funds will be used within the Cobargo area. 

Anzac Day this year marked 102 years since Australian diggers played a key role in liberating the French hamlet from 
German occupation as the carnage of the Western Front raged on during WWI. 

Bega Valley Shire Mayor Sharon Tapscott described Dr Simon as a great friend of Australia and the Bega Valley. 

“We have lost a great man and someone our community will forever be indebted to,” she said. “Our sincerest condo-
lences go to Patrick’s family and the people of Villers-Bretonneux.” 

Flags at the Australian embassy in Paris flew at half-mast in Dr Simon’s honour, and he has also been remembered in 
Robinvale, where Swan Hill Rural City Council Mayor Bill Moar said councillors had developed many close friendships 
with him and his colleagues. 

Robinvale was named after Lieutenant George Robin Cuttle, who was killed in combat at Caix during the fight to liberate 
Villers-Bretonneux in May 1918. 

Villagers from Villers-Bretonneux, in France, march in solidarity with Australian bushfire victims earlier this year.  

Photo: Supplied.  

Villers - Bretonneux 
mayor who led    

bushfire               
commemorations      
dies of COVID-19 

GENEVIEVE JACOBS  18 MAY 2020  

https://aboutregional.com.au/author/genevieve-jacobs/
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GET THE 2020 FLU VACCINE NOW  

DON`T RISK GETTING THE FLU  

AND COVID-19 AT THE SAME TIME 

Have you had this year’s flu vaccine?    
If you are 65 years and older, you are at 
high risk of developing serious  
complications from the flu. Getting 
vaccinated will help protect you and 
your loved ones from influenza this    
winter. 

The influenza vaccine is free and 
strongly recommended for all adults 65 
years and older. 

It’s important to make an appointment 
first, talk to your health care professional 
and visit       health.act.gov.au/flu 

  

Photo above : WV RSL member John Bullen with wife Yvonne 

Photos above : Andrew Glebow and his dog Leon 

http://health.act.gov.au/flu?fbclid=IwAR2ZpsOYi_o6wAnyCP8lo1nxNl5OaU1lBl6u7Pt8HDIKEnVEE582CioEM_I
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14 April 2020 
 
Residential rates 
 
Hardship rates deferral arrangements 

Residential tenancy relief 

Vehicle and public transport fees 

Household utilities and concessions  

The ACT Government is taking a range of actions and providing practical support, such as re-
bates and the freezing of some government fees to reduce pressure on household budgets. 

Residential rates 
The ACT government will reduce pressure on household budgets by delaying issuing 2019-20 
quarter 4 residential general instalments and land tax assessments by four weeks. This will be 
payable one month after issue. 

The government will also: 

 apply a $150 rebate to the fixed charge component of all residential rates bills in 2020‑21 

 freeze the Fire and Emergency Services Levy in 2020-21 at the current 2019-20 level. 

These will be automatically applied to 2020-21 rates bills. You do not need to apply. 

Hardship rates deferral arrangements 

The ACT Revenue Office will implement a new process for rates deferrals for owner occupiers  
experiencing hardship because of COVID-19. No interest will apply to the deferred amount. 

The deferral will be for 12 months where household income has been significantly (at least 25%) 
reduced by circumstances such as: 

 unemployment; 

 reduction in hours of work; or 

 a loss of small business income. 

Eligibility criteria will include income testing (household incomes less than $160,000 before tax). 

The ACT Government will reprioritise existing resources and provide any additional resources to 
the ACT Revenue Office to ensure quick and timely responses are provided to households     
seeking COVID-19 hardship support. 

ACT Government Economic survival package  

Families and households   

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-hub/economic-survival-package/families-and-households#Residential-rates
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-hub/economic-survival-package/families-and-households#Hardship-rates-deferral-arrangements
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-hub/economic-survival-package/families-and-households#Residential-tenancy-relief
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-hub/economic-survival-package/families-and-households#Vehicle-and-public-transport-fees
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-hub/economic-survival-package/families-and-households#Household-utilities-and-concessions
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Residential tenancy relief 

The government will provide a land tax and rates rebate to landlords of residential properties 
who reduce rents by at least 25 per cent for tenants impacted by COVID-19. 

The rebate will be equal to 50 per cent of the rent reduction, capped at $1,300 per quarter 
(around $100 per week), for up to six months. This will provide rental relief to impacted tenants 
of up to $200 per week. 

To access the rebate, landlords will need to complete a simple online application form on 
the ACT Revenue Office website. 

Read the fact sheets for residential tenants, landlords and real estate agents which set out 
rights and obligations if a tenant cannot pay their rent due to the impact of COVID-19. 

Vehicle and public transport fees 

The government will automatically freeze all 2020-21 vehicle registration, parking and public 
transport fee increases at the current 2019-20 levels. 

Household utilities and concessions 

Households already receiving the Utilities Concession will receive an additional $200 rebate 
through their electricity bill. 

This includes: Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card holders, Centrelink Low Income Health Care 
Card holders and Veteran’s Affairs Pensioner Concession Card or Gold Card holders. 

This will be automatically applied to the next electricity bill in June or July 2020.             
You do not need to contact your electricity supplier. 

The government will also contribute up to $250,000 to a new fund to assist households severely 
impacted by COVID-19. 

Details on how the fund will operate will be determined in consultation with electricity retailers, 
who will asked to make a co-contribution in order to access the fund. 

Utilities Network Facilities Tax 

The government will freeze the Utilities Network Facilities Tax (UNFT) at the current  level. The 
UNFT is paid by utility providers and applies to any network facility on land in the ACT, including 
networks for transmitting and distributing electricity, gas, sewage, water and telecommunica-
tions. 

Freezing the UNFT will enable utility providers to pass on savings to customers and support im-
proved hardship measures for ACT customers. 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-hub/economic-survival-package/families-and-
households 

https://www.revenue.act.gov.au/covid-19-assistance/land-tax-credit-application
https://www.revenue.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/resources
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1536623/FINAL-Fact-sheet-residential-tenants.pdf
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1536621/FINAL-Factsheet-Residential-landlords.pdf
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1536622/FINAL-Fact-sheet-Real-estate-agents.pdf
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 From  ACT Seniors and Veterans Newsletter  -  May 2020 

 Financial Support - Federal Government 

Support for Individuals 

The Australian Government will provide two payments of $750 to around 6.5 million social security,   
veteran and other income support recipients and eligible concession card holders. Around half of    
those that benefit are pensioners.  

The first instalment was paid between 31 March and 17 April 2020.  

The second payment will be made from 13 July 2020. 

For the second payment, you must be receiving an eligible payment or have an eligible concession 
card. You also won’t receive the second payment if you’re receiving the Coronavirus Supplement from 
Services Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. More information about this is below.  

Payments and concessions that would make you eligible include: 

 Age Pension 

 Carer Allowance 

 Commonwealth Seniors Card holders 

 Disability Support Pension 

 Pensioner Concession card holders 

 Newstart Allowance 

 Veteran Gold Card Holders 

 Veteran Service Pension   

 Youth Allowance. 

There will be one payment per eligible recipient per round, even if you qualify for a payment in multiple 
ways. The payment will be exempt from taxation and will not count as income for Social Security, Farm 
Household Allowance and Veteran payments. 

Individuals who have lost their employment qualify for the Centrelink Jobseeker payment. Services   
Australia has expanded the eligibility for some payments and waived the asset testing for six months 
from 25 March 2020. During the pandemic, people receiving the Jobseeker payment will also receive 
the temporary Coronavirus Supplement of $550 a fortnight. 

Self-funded Retirees 

The Government is temporarily reducing superannuation minimum drawdown requirements for account
-based pensions and similar products by 50 per cent for 2019–20 and 2020–21. This measure will help 
retirees conserve their superannuation balances.  

Australian Government Business Hotline 

The Australian Government has also established a dedicated hotline to provide support to small and  
medium businesses impacted by coronavirus. Call 13 28 46 for more information. 
 

Support for Mental Health Services 

The Australian Government has also committed $74 million to support mental health services,   

 including:  

 a dedicated coronavirus wellbeing support line, delivered by Beyond Blue, to support those who 
may feel anxious or have experienced stress due to the impacts of the virus;  

 increasing the capacity of mental health services such as Lifeline and Kids Helpline;  
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 as well as other digital mental health services, digital training of front-line health workers to enable 
them to provide mental health support; and 

 expanding the Community Visitors Scheme to provide the capability for staff and volunteer visitors to 
connect with older people in aged care online and by phone, and assist older Australians keep in 
touch with the community and loved ones.  

Contact details for mental health support services are provided later in this bulletin.  

More Information 

For more information on the federal government stimulus package please visit the following websites: 

 Treasury: https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus 

 Services Australia: https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/news/more-financial-support-
people-affected-coronavirus  

Staying socially connected and physically active 

Virtual Exercise 

The Council on the Ageing (COTA) ACT will be offering free online exercise sessions led by Diane, 
the Strength for Life Coordinator in the ACT. 

This is a great opportunity for older Canberrans (and anyone around the world) to participate in 
an exercise class specifically designed for older people. We hope that you will join us in an effort to stay 
active and well!  

New Dedicated Libraries ACT Digital Helpline  

Our library branches may be closed due to COVID-19, but their online services are always open! 
In response to the growing demand for their FREE digital resources, Libraries ACT has launched a new 
dedicated helpline, available 9:30am – 5:00pm, Monday to Friday 
(except public   holidays).  

Get easy access to eBooks, eAudiobooks, digital magazines,  
literacy games, language learning and online databases.        
You can also stream children’s stories, movies and documen-
taries, or download and stream music. All for FREE! 

With close to 18,000 eBooks and more than 9,000 eAudiobooks, 
there’s something for everyone.  

If it’s your first time using the library online or you just need some 
extra help accessing online resources, give the Libraries ACT 
Digital Helpline a call on 6207 7265 and one of their friendly staff 
will help step you through what to do.  

In addition to providing over-the-phone support, the helpline team 
will also develop new online information (such as how-to-guides) to further aid customers with their digital 
resource access needs. This information will be made available on the Libraries ACT website, 
www.library.act.gov.au. 

Join the ACT Seniors Card Facebook Page! 

The ACT Seniors Card Facebook provides information on discounts and services that can be accessed 
with an ACT Seniors Card. We also share great content and engage with the ACT Seniors Card com-
munity through replies and comments, assisting people to use their ACT Seniors Card to the fullest. We 
will share deals and offers from our community of supporting businesses partners.  
If you use Facebook we encourage you to visit the ACT Seniors Card Facebook page today and ‘like’ 
the page.  

https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/news/more-financial-support-people-affected-coronavirus
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/news/more-financial-support-people-affected-coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/ACTSeniorsCard/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTSeniorsCard/
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Visit the page regularly to see updates on the discounted products and services and upcoming events. 
To sign up to the ACT Seniors Card Facebook page, follow these easy steps: 

From you smartphone, computer or iPad put the following web link into the browser -                   
https://www.facebook.com/ACTSeniorsCard/  

Click on the ‘like’ button: 

 Once you have ‘liked’ the page, come back and visit the page from time-to-time and 
scroll down the page to check out the discounts to products and services from our busi-
ness partners. 

 For more information email seniorscard@cotaact.org.au 

National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention  

On 5 February 2020, the Prime Minister announced that the Australian Government will establish a 
new National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention (National Commissioner).  

The National Commissioner will work to identify and understand the factors and systemic issues that 
may contribute to suicide risk among serving and former ADF members, and will make recommenda-
tions to government about actions and strategies to prevent future suicides.  

A dedicated taskforce has been formed to progress the establishment of the National Commissioner, 
their office, and supporting legislation, as quickly as possible. The Australian Government intends to 
appoint an interim National Commissioner to begin an independent review of past defence and veter-
an suicides. Families affected by veteran suicide will be invited to participate in the work of the Nation-
al Commissioner, including by making submissions, and will be supported to do so. 

More information about the National Commissioner is available on the website at                        
https://www.ag.gov.au/About/Pages/national-commissioner-defence-veteran-suicide-prevention.aspx. 

Support from Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs has a Pandemic Business Continuity Plan in place to provide  
critical support and services to veterans and their families during the COVID-19 crisis.  

Older and at-risk veterans, or those in self-isolation, can access shopping provided via Veterans’ 
Home Care and Household Services. The Australian Government has also advised that vulnerable 
people, including eligible veterans, can order their Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme and Repatriation 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme prescriptions online or remotely, and have their medicines home 
delivered. Veterans should contact their pharmacies for more information. While those who need to 
visit their doctor face-to-face can continue to do so, veterans and their families can also access health 
services from medical professionals, specialists and mental health professionals at home via video 
link or telephone.  

Veterans are also able to access a number of economic stimulus and health measures announced 
by the Australian Government. These are detailed above under the heading Financial Support –     
Federal Government. 

https://www.facebook.com/ACTSeniorsCard/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTSeniorsCard/
https://www.ag.gov.au/About/Pages/national-commissioner-defence-veteran-suicide-prevention.aspx
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 New 5 RAR Book - Vietnam Vanguard 

Roger Wainwright 

Vice-President 

5RAR Association Inc 

Mob:  +61 (0) 409 588 935 

Email: roger.w@netspeed.com.au 

Web:  www.5rar.asn.au 

mailto:roger.w@netspeed.com.au
http://www.5rar.asn.au
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Members of the Returned Service League (RSL), 

 

THESE 2020 COMMEMORATIVE COINS ARE A MEMORABLE TRIBUTE 

TO THOSE WHO SERVED 

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. To 

commemorate this important milestone, as well as Anzac Day 2020, the Royal Australian 

Mint has released two limited-edition collectible coins, as well as a new circulating         

$2 coin. 

This year, Australians will observe Anzac Day without many of its traditional ceremonies. 

While we deal with the challenges of COVID-19, we should reflect on the sacrifices made 

by generations before us. 

The beautiful $2 collectible and circulating coin features the dove of peace and colours 

representing the three Australian forces that served from 1939 to 1945. The $5 Silver 

Proof Coin displays a woman releasing doves, representing peace, and origami cranes:  

a reference to the Children's Peace Monument in Hiroshima, Japan. These coin designs 

represent the triumph of peace over war, and solemnly commemorates those who fell 

during the Second World War. 

75th Anniversary of the End of the Second World War 

If you are not interested in receiving emails of this nature in the future, please             

respond to info@ramint.gov.au 

Thank you, 

Royal Australian Mint 

info@ramint.gov.au 

mailto:info@ramint.gov.au
mailto:info@ramint.gov.au
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Burrangiri   

 Social and recreation 

 support.  

Next RSL Woden Valley 

Sub-Branch  

SUSPENDED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  

 Call Rania on                   

02 62851931  

Did you know?      

E-News and The Serviceman 

are also readily available to 

read on our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

                         
Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information or access to 

our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Or drop in for a coffee 

Fridays at 10.30am 

Our office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

  

 Eddison Day Club meetings  

 Carers Friendship Group  

 Friday Coffee Catch up 

SUSPENDED UNTIL          

FURTHER NOTICE 

  


