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RSL WODEN VALLEY  

SUB-BRANCH ENEWS 
MARCH 2022 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ANZAC         

APPEAL WEEK  

19 - 24 April 

Please contact us on 62851931 

  if you can help staff a  

    booth for the ANZAC Appeal. 

WODEN VALLEY SUB-BRANCH 

ANZAC MORNING REMEMBRANCE  

CEREMONY 

Join us at Eddison Park, 
Phillip 

Monday 25 April 2022 

Commencing at 08:00am 

BYO chair and umbrella, 
please note due to 
renovations there will be     
NO BUS this year to AWM 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

March 31 

Dear Members 

Thanks to the more than 40 members who contributed, in person or by proxy, to 
the OGM earlier this week. The resolution passed at that meeting will contribute 
significantly to the Board’s continued implementation of a succession plan for 
the Board itself and more importantly to the Sub-Branch as a whole. After some 
fruitful and constructive debate, the meeting overwhelming supported the 
Board’s recommendation to amend the By-Law that limited the tenure of the    
Executive. As noted in the papers issued prior to the meeting and discussed at 
the meeting, this amendment will provide more freedom for the Board to 
continue the managed development of the capabilities we require to support our 
members and other members of the Veteran Community in the ACT and region. 

I also thank the ACT Branch President, John King, who briefed the meeting on 
some key issues and developments at the National (RSLA) and Branch levels. 
While most of these issues have been and will continue to be reported in media 
releases and other notices we distribute through our newsletters and direct 
emails, I believe the initiatives John mentioned demonstrate the commitment of 
RSLA and the various branches to meet our shared objects. 

Otherwise, within the Sub-Branch, our staff and volunteers continue to support 
our members and other clients through our member services, and compensation 
and welfare support. 

As we approach ANZAC Day, we are planning and supporting various activities 
associated with commemoration, including our ANZAC Eve Dinner and the     
ANZAC Day service at Eddison Park. Please look out for notices of these events 
and join in as many as you wish and assist in whatever way you feel you are 
able. 

Best wishes to all, 

Jim Gilchrist 

President 
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The March OGM were briefed by President Jim Gilchrist on the recent developments in 
Veteran Wellbeing Centres.  Jim said that their focus appeared to be centred on transitional 
employment opportunities, while for Sub-Branches our focus would remain on looking after 
members.  

ACT President John King attended the OGM at Jim Gilchrist’s invitation and spoke about RSL 
Employment Centre activities having been extended to families of veterans. He also 
mentioned s list of ESOs by location would, for the first time, be taken outside the Defence 
website for wider use. The Qld and NSW Branches had funded its compilation and update to 
take the whole ex-Defence network.  

Mr King also advised the Sub-Branch of the difficulties expected in this year’s AWM march 
due to ongoing renovations at the War Memorial which precluded use of ANZAC Parade or     
a national Commemoration. The steeply inclined access from Reid Park would present a 
challenge to vets with walking difficulties or anyone attempting to push a wheelchair to the 
AWM salute, followed in an hour (with no seating provided) by the annual speech. Instead, 
there were various screens to transmit the speech to standing observers in Reid Park and 
around the AWM.  

Peter Sutton was confirmed at the OGM in his appointment as Vice President Welfare and the 
tenure of office restrictions were removed from the By-Laws with board participation by “new 
blood” nominations to be encouraged by other means, including at this year’s AGM. The 
meeting accepted that corporate knowledge is currently essential through this time of flux 
and change in wellbeing centres and during the Royal Commission. 

The Eddison Park service has been confirmed for 8am on ANZAC Day with participants       
encouraged by bring a chair if they wish to be seated.  

RSL Woden Valley Sub-Branch OGM on Tuesday 29 March 2022 
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This year the Australian War Memorial will mark the 107th anniver-
sary of the landings at Gallipoli with an Anzac Day Dawn Service at 
5.30am.  

The Returned Services League will coordinate a full Veterans’ March 
to proceed through the western grounds of the Memorial at 9.30am. 

Tickets will not be required to attend the Anzac Day Dawn Service or 
Veterans’ March. 

The Memorial galleries will open at midday, and the Anzac Day Last 
Post Ceremony will be held in the Commemorative Area at 4.45 pm. 
Tickets are required to enter the Memorial galleries and Last Post 
Ceremony.  

Find out more: https://www.awm.gov.au/anzac 

https://www.awm.gov.au/anzac
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Your Library News 

By Bill Kelly 

A big thank you for the recent donations to the Sub-Branch Library 

from members including Brooke Thorpe, Terry Colhoun, Don Skinner, 

Warren Barsley, John Tracey, Bill Smith, Ray Machan and Ross 

Howarth and Ian Mansfield, plus others who have dropped off books. 

These have supplemented the existing collection which was greatly 

enhanced last year by a very generous donation of over 200 books 

from the estate of a former Sub-Branch President Alex Reynolds. 

There are now over 1100 books in the Library covering all genres of 

military writing, biographies, campaigns and history, including copies 

of the official histories of World War I and World War II. 

All books are available for borrowing with a simple ‘sign out/sign in 

book’ system in operation. 

Donations are always welcome and can be dropped off at the Sub-
Branch Office.  
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Last Friday we had a special guest Lt Col Gavin Keating, who has served    
in all the recent conflict zones. 

Gavin Keating is an infantry officer who has served in the regular Army for 
30 years, including postings to the Second and Third Battalions, Royal 
Australian Regiment. He has deployed on various operations in the South 
Pacific, Southeast Asia and the Middle East. He is transitioning to become 
an Army chaplain and hopes to be ordained as a  permanent deacon in the 
Catholic Church later this year. He is currently completing a pastoral 
placement at the Corpus Christi parish in Gowrie. He is married to Myra, a 
former navy officer, and they have two teenage sons.  

FRIDAY`S COFFEE CATCH UP ACTIVE AGAIN  
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Australian War Memorial  

We wish a very happy birthday to the Royal Australian 
Air Force  

Over the past 101 years, the RAAF has established     
a proud record of service encompassing the Second 
World War, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War,      
as well as more recent involvement in East Timor,    
the Solomon Islands, and the Middle East.  

Thousands of Australians have served in the RAAF, 
operating in conjunction with other air forces across 
the globe.  

Today we thank the dedicated servicemen and ser-
vicewomen of the RAAF for their continued commit-
ment to Australia, and thank  the families that love 
and support them. 
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Today marks the 105
th

 anniversary of the first Battle of Gaza during World War I, the first of three attempts 
launched by Allied forces to capture the city in 1917. 
The coastal city was a strategically important Ottoman defensive stronghold in southern Palestine, but the 
initial attempt to take it proved costly, with more than 4,000 Allied casualties. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel Andrew Gee said that while the first battle ended in a 
withdrawal, the Australians involved fought with distinction. 

“Two Australian Light Horse Brigades, two battalions of Australian cameleers in the Imperial Camel Corps, 
along with the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade played a crucial role in the attack,” Minister Gee said. 

“The courageous men of the Australian Light Horse were among the first to move in on the city from the 
north, in the early hours of 26 March 1917. They captured the high ground quickly and pressed on into 
the outskirts of Gaza. 

“But before they could proceed further, the call came to withdraw. Some of the infantry divisions that were 
to attack the southern part of Gaza had been delayed due to bad weather, and the Ottoman garrison and 
reinforcements were thought to be larger in 
number than originally estimated. 

“The Australians and the other Allied troops 
were forced to give up the areas they had 
seized during the battle, and retreat back to 
their own lines. An attempt to recommence the 
attack was made the next day, but this also 
proved unsuccessful. 

“The Allied forces would attempt to take Gaza 
again less than a month later, with even more 
disastrous results, again failing to capture the 
city and losing more than 6,000 troops. 

“The city would eventually be taken on 7 No-
vember 1917, after a feint battle at Gaza al-
lowed Allied forces to capture nearby Beershe-
ba, breaking the Ottoman stronghold in the 
region and eventually outflanking Gaza. 

“The Australians who fought alongside their 
Allied counterparts played a critical role in the 
extended and repeated campaign to take Gaza. 

“May we always remember their service and 
acknowledge the sacrifices they made. 

“Lest we forget.” 

To learn more about the battles for Gaza, and 
the Sinai and Palestine campaign, visit the De-
partment of Veterans’ Affairs Anzac Portal.  

Photo: Major Arthur Frank Chambers of the 2nd 
Australian Light Horse, who died of wounds sus-
tained in the second Battle of Gaza in 1917 

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/ww1/where-australians-served/sinai-and-palestine#1
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Children of veterans are now supported to find work they'll enjoy by the RSL Veter-
ans' Employment Program, which is free for all veterans and their partners and kids.  

The program helps veteran kids with all aspects of career coaching, from finding 
available jobs and writing their CV and cover letter, to interview techniques, training 
pathways and more. They program also has an employer network to link participants 
directly to employers.  

Whether you're a school leaver or an older 'kid' of a veteran, the program can help.   

Follow the link to get in touch with RSL Australia https://bit.ly/3qxw2GR 

https://bit.ly/3qxw2GR
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Please note that the Eddison Day Club is currently  meeting on  

only a very casual basis for lunch at midday Fridays. 

 

   Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information or ac-

cess to our services  

RSL Woden Valley  

Sub-Branch 

14/27 Mulley Street 

HOLDER ACT 2611 

62851931 

admin@rslwoden.org.au 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

Office hours are 

9am-3pm Mon-Fri 

PS. 

Ever lost your copy of  

e-News, Current Items of      

Interest or The Serviceman? 

All our publications are also 

readily available to read on 

our website 

www.rslwoden.org.au 

COFFEE CATCH UP                        

ACTIVE AGAIN  

Our Coffee Catch Up is open 

again from 10-12 every Friday in 

The Corey Room, Level 2A, of the 

Grant Cameron Community Cen-

tre, 27 Mulley Street, Holder. 


