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  FROM THE EDITOR’S
              DESK
        Bob Cremer

Another Annual General Meeting over and here we are off again for 
2019-20. A rather sad start with the passing of Mrs Pam Yonge (Nee 
Eddison) the last surviving sibling of the Eddison family.

Pam was also the Patron of the Eddison Day Club and had been a regular visitor to the Day Club 
each Friday for many years.

It is pleasing to have another source of stories now that Frank Atkins has published his latest 
selected memories of service during WWII and tales of his postings as Australian Government 
Senior Trade Commissioner, Middle East in the early 1960s. As I have indicated previously, I 
cannot rely on Les Cook and now Frank Atkins to provide me with material for this and upcoming 
editions, so please search through your old paperwork or memory and send me a story or two. It 
wil be greatly appreciated.

A former Australian Army commando has been elected as the new National President of the Re-
turned & Services League of Australia. At a special General Meeting of the RSL, Major General 
Greg Melick AO RDF RANSCZ SC, has been elected as the National President.

General Melick has had a wide and varied career and is a Senior Counsel at the Tasmanian Bar 
and is currently a part time Deputy President of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal and the Chief 
Commissioner of the Tasmanian Integrity Commission. He was elected from a field of three can-
didates to the position, which had been vacant for some months.

“The RSL has stood the test of time and I intend to bring the skills I have learned from both the 
Army and the private sector into play to make sure we keep going forward. I am a team player, but 
I also know what is needed to lead an organisatioin and I am delighted that John King has been 
elected as Deputy President. My first task is to listen to our membership and prioritise what they 
believe are the tasks we must undertake in the short term”, General Melick said.

General Melick enjoyed a stellar career in the Australian Defence Force rising from the ranks to 
the rank of Major General and holding positions including the ADF’s senior Reserve role respon-
sible for Reserves and Cadets before retiring last December after 52 years’ service.
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  FROM THE PRESIDENT
   Jim Gilchrist

As we settle into winter with a few frosty mornings, bright crisp 
days and chilly nights, I report that we’ve again had a busy few 
months since the ANZAC edition of The Serviceman. We have 
hosted several exciting events and have continued to support our 
members and other veterans in the ACT and region.

In addition to various activities associated with the commemo-
ration of ANZAC Day itself, we had a successful ANZAC and 
Peace Ceremony for local schools and another essay competition. 
Although other school priorities limited the participants,
presentations by the Director-General of ACT Education Directorate, Ms Natalie Howson and 
LTCOL Rob Loftus were well received by the children and other attendees, including teachers 
and parents. The essay competition produced essays that again demonstrated that children are 
quite capable of offering views on important topics and expressing them in a convincing and 
informative manner.

Our Patron, HE the Hon Dame Annette King, and her husband Ray attended the ANZAC Eve 
Dinner, at which Annette spoke of her long association with ANZAC Day, and the importance 
this day holds to her. Attendees appreciated Annette’s warm and salient address that helped set the 
tone for the rededication aspects of the evening.

On ANZAC Day, we conducted a brief ceremony at Eddison Park for members and the general 
community. They appreciated this opportunity to commemorate the day, with many asking for us 
to provide this service in future years. The renovations to the area around the obelisk have settled 
in well and the whole area is continuing to improve with age.

Our service delivery teams continued to attract and support many new clients, some of whom face 
significant challenges as our volunteers and staff work through complex and, sometimes, quite 
confronting issues with them. While our welfare teams continue to provide a mix of professional-
ism, knowledge, patience and empathy, they are all working at an unsustainable pace. That said, 
they do not waiver from their roles in support of veterans and their families who seek our help 
with claims and appeals, and welfare support.

In that context, I iterate my thanks to all our volunteers who provide these services and to the staff 
who support clients and our volunteers. I also iterate the opportunities we offer to anyone who 
has spare time and energy and an interest in supporting the veteran community in the ACT and 
region. If you are available, we will find you a job to match your time, interests, knowledge and 
experience.

As we await the outcomes from the recent major reviews, we continue to liaise with key stake-
holders in DVA, Defence, Government and other providers to advocate on behalf of our clients. 
As I’ve noted in previous editions of The Serviceman, we continue to receive a good hearing in 
this regard and our views are respected.     >>>
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The Eddison Day Club continues to support our elderly members and others at the Irish Club 
each week. They attract excellent speakers and entertainers, and provide activities to suit their 
ageing clientele. However, I again call for some new hands to support this Sub-Branch capability, 
particularly as several of our volunteers are well into their eighties and have earned a rest while 
they mentor some new people.

The Burrangiri lunches that the Welfare Team organises each month continue to be a success. 
These events offer a good meal in good company; sometimes with a guest speaker but always with 
attendees speaking informally of their experiences. I recently presented a certificate to Gordon 
Holyland to recognise his 100th birthday; we also provided a card to one of the younger members 
who had recently celebrated his 85th.

Although the weekly coffee catch-ups have not been well supported recently, we will continue to 
offer this opportunity to engage with new people and extend an invitation to members and others 
to drop-in on Fridays between 10.30am and noon for a brew and a chat. The sessions are informal, 
they are open to anyone and they are an opportunity to welcome potential new members and other 
interested parties to our Sub-Branch and the VSC.

We continue to manage our finances within budget and with little external assistance. For the third 
year, we are continuing to draw on our asset base to supplement the income from the AMF. The 
Board continues to monitor the effectiveness of this approach and report to OGMs accordingly. 
Concurrently, we are continuing to seek external support to ensure we can sustain essential capa-
bilities, while preparing to match a growing dependency.

At the Branch Congress in June, the Minister for Veterans Affairs presented Ian Gollings and 
Bill Smith with Meritorious Service Medals for their extensive service over many years. These 
awards are the highest offered to individuals by the League, and I congratulate Ian and Bill and 
thank them on behalf of all of our members, past and present, for their exceptional contribution 
to the veteran community. I also acknowledge the contribution others have made to the teams that 
provide the outcomes for which our Sub-Branch is well known.

Also, at the Congress, John King was re-elected as the ACT Branch President and a new Branch 
Executive was appointed. In wishing this team well for the coming term, I confirm that we will 
continue to seek their support for our activities. We will raise issues of interest to our members, 
and engage with the Executive and staff, and with other ACT Sub-Branches as best we can.

At our AGM in May, the Board presented the requisite reports to our members and elected a new 
Board. In farewelling Neil Horn who has moved to the Sunshine Coast, I welcome the appoint-
ment of Glenda Stevens and Ashley Willis as directors, and re-appointment of Brooke Thorpe, 
Greg Kennett, Jan Properjohn, Chris Hammond, Anthony John and Bob Cremer. Peter Eveille 
had stood down from the Board in April and had not sought re-election. At the suggestion of the 
Immediate Past President (IPP), members amended the Constitution regarding the IPP’s status 
and duties, particularly as the incumbent, Peter MacFetters, has held that position for the past six 
years. Having been re-elected for another year as President, I thank members for your confidence 
but will look forward to finding a successor by the next AGM.

        >>>
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      FALL IN
       A warm welcome is exended to the following new members.

          Pauline Gribble, Kerry Macklin,
    Bernard Sullivan, Scott Powers,
            Peter Crowe, Iain Macinnis, Ashley Willis

On a sad, but not completely unexpected note, Mrs Pam Yonge recently passed away. Pam was 
the last of the Eddison children of Walter and Marion Eddison, who farmed at Yamba on what is 
now the Woden Precinct. As a Sub-Branch, we owe a great deal to the Eddison family and to Pam 
in particular.

On behalf of all members, I was invited to speak at her Memorial Service at St John’s Church, 
Reid. Although this was only a small token of our appreciation to Pam, her siblings and to her 
parents, I trust we provided a fitting farewell to a wonderful lady.

In closing, I thank our staff, volunteers and other members for their efforts to support veterans in 
the ACT and beyond. As we start another term of office, I look forward to working with the Board 
and others to ensure this support will continue to be available well into the future. 

   Pam Yonge with Shirley Gollings at a previous
  Eddison Day Club Birthday Party
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  Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch - Annual Report
   January - December 2018

In what was another exciting and productive year, the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch continued to 
support veterans and their families in the ACT and region throughout 2018. The Sub-Branch settled 
in well to the Grant Cameron Community Centre (GCCC) at Holder and the Veterans’ Support 
Centre (VSC) continued to mature and develop its operations. We conducted another successful 
ANZAC and Peace Ceremony and essay competition; and the Eddison Day Club continued to en-
tertain and engage with our older members and others from the general community. We held four 
dinners during the year, with each attracting informative and entertaining guest speakers, with all 
being well supported by members and their guests.

As the primary means of supporting veterans and their families, the VSC maintained an extraordi-
nary workload in preparing and submitting claims and appeals; and delivering welfare support to 
our members and others. While we did not hold any formal transition-related activities, the weekly 
coffee catch-ups attracted some interest and we supported many young veterans in various ways 
aimed at enhancing their physical, mental and emotional well-being.

The Vice Chief of the Defence Force, Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, officially opened our rooms at 
the GCCC on 18th May. About 70 members and guests attended this event and enjoyed some Sub-
Branch hospitality to celebrate the occasion. Commander Chloe Griggs and the wife of the New 
Zealand Defence Attaché, Mrs Fiona Mower, took this opportunity to launch a model of HMAS 
Kiama. Former Sub-Branch President, Peter Dinham, had restored this treasure we had uncovered 
during the move from Yamba. Other relics have been given suitable space in our new premises. In 
completing the move from the Yamba Club and with the help of the ACT Government, we relocated 
the commemortive stone from Yamba to Eddison Park.

The Entitlements & Advocacy (E&A) attracted some 430 new clients during the year, albeit that 
some did not continue with their applications. The team submitted 184 claims and appeals, of which 
70 were accepted and 17 rejected; the remainder were still pending at the end of the year. Appeals 
to the VRB resulted in 14 being accepted and only one rejected. This was an excellent strike rate 
and demonstrated the capabilities for which we should all be proud. I cannot overestimate the 
commitment and effort that our E&A team provides to  help this group of clients. I also note that 
we had no difficulty in attracting veterans of all ages.

The Welfare capability also grew extensively, especially in relation to our older members and others 
from the veteran community. Most of these cases came from referrals from a variety of sources 
including Defence and DVA; most required extensive research and liaison with government and 
other agencies and providers; and nearly all were resource intensive. The availability of providers 
and their ability to operate across the ACT/NSW border continued to present a significant issue that 
affected the support available to clients who live outside the ACT. It is important to note that while 
we continue to support veterans who present with quite straightforward requests for assistance, a 
relatively small but steadily increasing number of welfare clients warrant significant resources of 
time, effort, emotional energy and negotiation skills in order to meet their needs. >>>
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In thanking a small but dedicated group of volunteers who assisted in the delivery of those critical 
services, I particularly thank the staff, all  of whom worked hard to support our volunteers. The 
former ACT Branch President, Peter Eveille, joined the Sub-Branch Board as the Vice President 
(Service Delivery) in mid-2018. In this role, Peter worked extensively with the VSC staff and vol-
unteers to establish processes and systems that will provide for the sustainability of these critical 
services. With the assistance of some volunteers and staff, Peter also handled many complicated 
welfare cases most of which involved extensive liaison with DVA and other agencies.

Having celebrated its 14th birthday in February, the Eddison Day Club continued to support our 
older members and others from the general community who might otherwise be socially isolated. 
Peter Sutton and a small group of stalwart volunteers, many of whom have been involved from 
the Club’s origins, provided this wonderful service despite several volunteers having to cope 
with illnesses and other personal issues during the year. The Canberra Irish Club again provided 
excellent support to the Club throughout the year. In calling for volunteers to support this excel-
lent capability, I also promote the suite of information and entertainment that is on offer from the 
extraordinary list of people who visit the Club each week.

The ANZAC and Peace Ceremony, and Essay competition, were well supported by schools, par-
ents and supporters. Again, the essays were of a high standard and continued to amaze those 
privileged to read or hear them. The Director of Education at the Australian War Memorial, Ms 
Robyn Siers, addressed the children, while Ms Natalie Howson, the Director-General of ACT 
Education, gave the opening address and presented the prizes. The ACT Combined Schools Band 
provided musical support. Andre Bobets coordinated the ceremony and Greg Kennett coordinted 
the essay competition. This ceremony also provides an excellent opportunity for our members to 
engage with the public, both with the children and their parents, and with members of the general 
community.

The ANZAC Eve Dinner reached a new recent attendance peak of 99 members and guests, includ-
ing many servicewomen from the Women Veterans’ Network. Major Kellie Dadds spoke of her 
service that included eight operational deployments; Kellie also noted the relevance of ANZAC 
Day to all veterans and to the general community. Our Patron, HE Mr Chris Seed, thanked Kellie 
for her presentation and added his insight into the ANZAC tradition. As always, this dinner pro-
vided an opportunity to commemorate members who had passed away in the previous year and to 
rededicate our members to the objects of the Sub-Branch and the League.

Members and guests supported three OGM Dinners, each of which attracted speakers who enter-
tained and informed their audiences. A highlight of these dinners was the presentation that Hugh 
and Janny Poate provided in June; they spoke of their experience as parents of a soldier who had 
been killed on operations in Afghanistan. They based their talk on the experiences they had shared 
with other parents and veterans on the Kokoda Track. This was a very moving presentation and 
we thank them both for their continuing support to younger veterans. The Deputy President of the 
Repatriation Commission, Mr Craig Orme, provided a wonderful insight into aspects of  his career 
and to the machinations of the Department. Craig’s visit provided us with a good opportunity to 
thank him and his staff for the support that we see them providing to veterans and their families, 
and to our Sub-Branch as we manage difficult cases.

Many members attended the Christmas party that provided well-deserved social interaction and 
an opportunity to thank our volunteers.     >>>
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It was a pleasure to inaugurate Carmen Webb (the recently retired Veterans’ Liaison Officer at the 
Canberra Hospital), Chris Seed (in absentia as he was en route to New Zealand at the end of his 
term as High Commissioner), and Allan and Sandra Spencer into the Order-Of-Whatever-It-Is. As 
most of you would appreciate, the OOWII is a relatively informal way of thanking members and 
others who have made a significant contribution to our Sub-Branch and the veterans we support.

In January, John Kent was awarded an Australia Day Medallion in recognition of his work for 
many years in a wide variety of roles at branch and sub-branch levels. John continues work with 
the Day Club team as its treasurer and as a general volunteer. At the Branch Congress, John Bur-
rell and James Anzelark were awarded 50 Year Membership Certificates.

While the ANZAC and Remembrance Day appeals in 2018 provided modest financial returns, 
we received useful grants from DVA and the ACT Government. These funds were essential to 
support the operations of the Sub-Branch and the VSC, particularly as we received no financial 
support from the Branch Executive. And, other than that which some individuals provided to the 
VSC, we received little encouragement from the Branch more generally. Our members reinforced 
their commitment to financially support the Sub-Branch’s operations, including those of the VSC, 
through increased draw downs on our Asset Management Fund, while we sought sustainable 
funding support externally. In thanking our members for their continued support of our plans to 
manage our finances in difficult circumstances, the Board and I will continue to seek substantial 
suport to sustain our operations into the foreseeable future.

At a strategic level, the Sub-Branch contributed to the Veterans’ Advocacy and Support Services 
Scoping Study. This was an extraordinary privilege that reflected the status the Sub-Branch has 
achieved through its hard work over many years.

For yet another year, Bob Cremer edited and produced four editions of The Serviceman. Bob 
continues to do an outstanding job as he also canvasses for articles and attends many events and 
functions from which he provides reports and photographs. The new printers continued to prove 
their worth for The Serviceman and for the general printing requirements required by a busy office 
and which support a membership of more than 600 people. The office staff and secretary kept 
members informed of events, news and general issues through eNewsletters, emails and standard 
mail. Member feedback on these services has been positive.

As one of our basic but very important sub-branch tasks, we provided 24 Funeral tributes to 
members and other veterans, in the ACT, and assisted families in other ways relating to the be-
reavement process. We farewelled 36 members during the year.

Throughout the year, the Sub-Branch Board continued to manage the Sub-Branch’s business op-
erations and governance requirements. I acknowledge the support of each director. I also highlight 
the support that each of our staff members provide to our members and those to whom we offer 
our support. Thank you, Joyce, Alex, Andrew, Lynnda, Florence and Rani; we could not have 
achieved as much as we did without your efforts and commitment.

In closing this report, I thank our members, our staff, the Executive and Board for their efforts 
in planning, implementing and doing much of the work noted in this report. I particularly thank 
the small but totally committed group of volunteers who support our operations and the services 
we provide.
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     Pam Yonge - Celebration Service 1st June 2019
   St John’s Church, Reid
  Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch Memories
As the President of the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch that has had a long association with, and 
holds a great respect for the Eddison Family, I have the privilege of speaking of that relationship 
and most importantly of the contribution that Pam has made to our members over many years.

I first became aware of the Sub-Branch and the Eddison family in the late 1980s when I moved 
next door to Bill Smith who was then president of the Sub-Branch. Bill introduced me to some of 
the history of the Sub-Branch, some of the issues it was facing, some of its recent and planned ini-
atives; and of the service and sacrifice of the Eddison family and their links to the Woden precinct.

Some 30 years later, I’ve been able to help guide the continued application of some of the proj-
ects that were started many years ago. I’ve learned more about Pam and her family, and of their 
relationship to our Sub-Branch.

The Sub-Branch moved from its original site at Yarralumla in 1968/69, having initially considered 
the possibility of occupying the original Yamba Homestead. While that plan didn’t eventuate, 
we remained at the Yamba site for about 45 years until we moved again, as the site was due for 
redevelopment.

Members of the Eddison family attended the official opening of the Yamba premises on October 
1969. At the ceremony, the family’s link to this area and their war service were recorded on a 
Foundation Stone that sat under a large oak tree that had been planted by the family many years 
before. having kept this stone when we moved, it is now displayed in our new premises and we’ll 
find a suitable home for it in due course.

As part of our commemoration of ANZAC Day in 1988, we held a combined service for two local 
primary schools at Simpson’s Hill. About 100 students from Chisholm and Gilmore attended the 
first of what has become the ANZAC and Peace Ceremony that we’ve conducted annually at Ed-
dison Park for nearly 30 years. This ceremony is one of our contributions to the community and 
it has gathered good local support from schools and the general public from the broader Woden 
area. Pam has attended most of these ceremonies, with her few absences tending to coincide with 
her travel plans.       >>>

        Pam Yonge’s Memorial Service
           Jim Gilchrist

When Pam (Pammie) Yonge passed away recently, her daughter, Sue Sarantos, invited a represen-
tative of our Sub-Branch to speak at a Memorial Service she was planning. With strict instructions 
regarding a script that would meet a prescribed timeframe, I had the honour of noting our associ-
ation with the Eddison family and their property, Yamba, on which we had built our Sub-Branch. 
I was also asked to comment on Pam’s personal contribution to us over many years. With the help 
of Bill Smith, Ian Gollings, Peter Sutton and some others who knew her well, I provided the fol-
lowing comments as one of six speakers in a wonderful tribute to an amazing lady.
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Pam’s younger sister Marion had been involved in the naming and design of Eddison Park that 
now provides a permanent reminder of those who have served, while noting the service and sac-
rifice of the Eddison family and its links to the Woden Valley. When Marion passed away, Pam 
increased her involvement in the Eddison Park project and more generally with the Sub-Branch 
as a whole. With support from her husband Paul, Pam attended many functions and strengthened 
the bonds between our Sub-Branch and the history of our mutual “home”.

Pam has been a strong supporter of and contributor to our Day Club that offers a weekly outing 
for our elderly members and others from the local community who might otherwise be socially 
isolated. Having celebrated its 14th Birthday last February, the Eddison Day Club is still going 
strong. Pam has attended each of the previous birthday parties to which she has provided a cake 
with each of these having been somewhat decadent and likely to have failed a Heart Health test.

From its inception, Pam strongly supported this group of volunteers, and her presence was valued 
by all club members.

Particularly in recent years, Pam’s daughter, Sue helped her attend functions and understudied her 
various commitments. When Pam had to move into care, Sue deputised for her and maintained the 
precious links that Pam had forged. We look forward to Sue’s continued interest in and support 
for our Sub-Branch.

One tale that might not be so well known is that, towards the end of WWII, the Woden Valley was 
a useful marching distance from Duntroon and offered a good area for field training. The presence 
of three young ladies at Yamba did not go unnoticed by staff cadets and added a much-needed 
incentive to officer training and social diversions for both parties. That is where Pam first met the 
young Staff Cadet Paul Yonge before they moved along different paths. When Brigadier Paul’s 
career was drawing to a close in Canberra, their paths crossed again. Both had lost partners by the 
mid-1980s when they decided to marry and continue their lives together.

Our relationship with Pam and our appreciation of the contribution she made to our Sub-Branch 
is indicated in the following words from Bill Smith:

A special series of 10 locally-crafted “Medallions” were manufactured to mark the Sub-Branch’s 
40th Birthday in 1994. The first of this series of awards, known affectionately as The-Order-Of-
Whatever-It-Is was duly presented to Pam. This was one small token given to her to express 
our respect and gratitude for the efforts that she had made to underpin the activities of our Sub-
Branch. With her departure we remain in her debt.

However, the name of Pam Yonge will remain forever linked to the Eddison Day Club of which 
she was Patron and in the memories of thousands of children who shared with us the thrill of 
seeing this wonderful lady and members of her family joining us to commemorate the lives of her 
brothers and of other servicemen and women who worked to make this country great.

We salute you, Pam. You have now joined them.

             Lest We Forget



13

   The Road to Brallos
            Frank Atkins

The takeover of the 2/5th Battalion positions by 2/11th Battalions in April 1945 was a messy affair. 
The rank and file had little knowledge of the true position, but we were told the Kiwis were on our 
right flank and the 2/5th had an adjoining position.

The 2/11th experience was that of a long march, the latter part being over rough, hilly and scrubby 
country. To achieve the takeover on time (‘C’ Company being on the right flank) the nine Section 
leaders and their Section Bren guns, plus their own weapons (.45 Thompsons) were pulled into the 
back of an open ute that looked like the vehicle the 2/1st machine gunners were issued.

As soon as the Battalion got underway on foot, we were driven as far as the road and tracks per-
mitted and then picked up a guide who took us over some very rough rocky country into the 2/5th 
positions. They were glad to be pulling out - they had no shovels and therefore no slit trenches, 
only mounds of scraped up rock and gravel which provided little cover.

When I asked a 2/5th chap where the Kiwis were, he pointed and said, “Over there somewhere 
but we’ve never seen them!” In other words, there was a huge gap between our positions and ‘C’ 
Company could easily be outflanked.

It was dark by the time the rest of the Company arrived, exhausted. A patrol from 13 or 14 Bat-
talion had been sent out without informing 15 Platoon (on the right) and we heard them thrashing 
about in the scrub a couple of hundred yards in front. Not knowing whether they were friend or 
foe, we challenged and let them through, but people were a little trigger happy and there could 
easily have been a nasty mistake.

Some lights must have been shown because the Germans sent over a number of shrapnel shells, 
the first we had experienced, and the rattling of the balls into the scrub after the explosion was a 
little bewildering until we realised what they were.

During the night, we could see German shells bursting on our line curving away to the left.

When we quit the position to withdraw to Brallos on the following night (I’m uncertain but we 
may have been there two days), and would have been completely lost without a guide. 15 Platoon 
came out last through a 2/1st Battalion position and thinking everyone was through they were 
poised to throw a grenade into us.

The march up the pass was exhausing and eerie from the echoes from our steel boot heels on the 
rock cliffs that towered above us in places. We weren’t shelled during the march but when we 
reached Brallos after midnight they opened up with 5.9s as we were being deployed. 
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   2019 ANZAC Eve Dinner

About 90 members and guests attended our 2019 ANZAC Eve Dinner. The evening commenced 
with Ceremonial Piper Jen Hamer welcoming guests on arrival at the venue at the Canberra 
Southern Cross Club. Sub-Branch Patron and Guest Speaker, the Hon Dame Annette King, the 
New Zealand High Commissioner to Australia gave a talk on what ANZAC Day means to her.  
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A very enjoyable evening with guests, Sub-Branch members, friends with a collection of photos 
on the night. Also pleasing to see Angie and Peter Muir, [bottom right] absent members who have 
been living and working in Melbourne for the past nine years but now back in town permanently.
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 OGM Dinner Tuesday 25 June 2019

A very successful OGM dinner was held on Tuesday 25 June 2019 
for members and guests at the Canberra Southern Cross Club in 
Phillip.

Outstanding MC, Jack Aaron controlled proceedings on the night 
and introduced special Guest Speaker, Chief of the Air Force, Air 
Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC who presented an overview of his 40 
year RAAF career and his expectations of the service in the future.

Air Marshal Davies joined the RAAF as a cadet navigator in 1979 and graduated to fly P3B and 
P3C Orion aircraft with No 11 Squadron at Edinburgh in South Australia. He completed pilot 
training in 1987 and was posted to No 1 Squadron at RAAF Base Amberley, with further training 
in Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico, to fly the F-111D aircraft on exchange with the US Air 
Force. 
Appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) in 2014, and in 2015 was promoted to Air 
Marshal and appointed Chief of Air Force.
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Included are a few photos from the very pleasant 
evening along with Bill Smith’s Meritorious Ser-
vice Medals
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         ANZAC & Peace Ceremony –– Eddison Park 2019
Wednesday 3rd April was a beautiful day for our 21st ANZAC & Peace Ceremony. Although a couple 
of schools did not participate, we still had a good roll-up to an excellent ceremony.

Sub-Branch Patron, the New Zealand High Commissioner was represented by Lieutenant Colonel 
Rob Loftus. The Director-General of ACT Education Directorate, Ms Natalie Howson gave the 
opening address followed by a welcome by Sub-Branch President, Jim Gilchrist. Also attending 
was Mrs Susan Sarantos and her husband Nathan. Susan is the daughter of Mrs Pam Yonge, the last 
surviving member of the Eddison siblings who was unable to attend due to ill health. Also attending 
was Mr Gordon Ramsay MLA, Mr Jeremy Hanson CSC and ACT RSL President Mr John King 
along with Sub-Branch members and guests. Musical entertainment was once again provided by 
the ACT Combined Schools Band under the guidance of Naida Blackley.

MC Jack Aaron announced the 2019 essay competition winners, with First Place winner Caitlin 
Bissett, Chapman Primary School. Second place was Alex Scheiffers, Sts Peter & Paul and third 
to Lukas Bathgate, St Edmund’s College. As we have come to expect, the standard of the essays 
submitted from all the schools that entered the competition was outstanding.

The Catafalque Party was provided by the 224 Army Cadet Unit (Canberra).
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This and previous pages show a variety of photos from 
the 2019 Ceremony. 
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   The Eddison Day Club
        Peter Sutton Chairperson and Coordinator

The Eddison Day Club is still attracting between 45 and 55 people each Friday. We are maintain-
ing this attendance despite the wet and cold weather of the last few weeks - but that is Canberra 
in Autumn and Winter.

Our Patron, Mrs Pam Yonge, died on 23rd May. She was 97 last August. She was delighted and 
proud to have been been asked to be the Patron back in 2004 when the Club was formed. Up until 
the last 12 months, Pam was a regular visitor to the Day Club. She purchased a birthday cake for 
us each February on our birthday and also brought an envelope with a monetary gift for the raffle 
at our Christmas party. Pam and her daughter Sue attended the ANZAC and Peace Ceremony each 
year in early April at Eddison Park, which was part of the family property when she was young. 
She laid a bunch of flowers, picked from her garden on the cenotaph in remembrance of her three 
brothers who were killed in World War II. Pam was the last surviving member of the six children 
raised at their property, “Yamba”. Her ‘Celebration of Life Ceremony’ on Saturday 1st June at 
St John’s Church, Reid, was attended by members and volunteers from the Day Club. A short 
history of the long involvement of the Eddison family, especially Pam and her late husband Paul, 
in the activities of the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch and the Eddison Day Club was read by the 
President, Mr Jim Gilchrist.

On a lighter note, the Day Club is continuing with excellent entertainment and presentations. 
Since the last edition of The Serviceman we have had a talk on languages used by the convicts 
brought to Australia by transported convicts, a talk on the ‘Far East Air Force between 1945 and 
1970’, a sing-a-long and Easter hat parade. To commemorate ANZAC Day, we had Mr Terry 
Colhoun AM, a Sub-Branch member, along with two Japanese colleagues, educated and informed 
us of the work of the ‘Hands of Friendship Project’. A bus trip to the war Cemetery and Museum 
at Cowra is planned for September.

During May we had two representatives from ACT Parks and Wildlife attend to talk about the 
migratory habits of endangered birds to and from the territory. The following week we had two 
of the winning essay writers from the annual competition held in conjunction with the ANZAC 
and Peace Ceremony. The winners who were able to attend were supported by family members. 
They were excellent essays about ‘Heroism in War and Conflict’. The next week we had Mr Craig 
Allen, the easily recognizable newsreader from ABC television in Canberra to share with us his 
experiences during his many trips to Nepal to improve the outcomes for the locals following the 
devastating earthquakes that caused so much damage. After that talk, $224.20 was raised from 
those attending to assist in providing lunches for the needy children of Nepal. On the next Friday 
we had Mr Barrie Virtue, one of our regulars, return to inform us about the long history of image 
projection which led to the modern film industry. At the end of May, Mr Michael Poloti, a baritone 
along with soprano, Virginia and keyboard player Pauline, entertain us with classical music as 
well as songs from popular musicals.

In June we have ‘Connections’ returning to entertain us with more popular tunes for the guests 
to sing along. Mr Terry Colhoun AM will return to complete his trilogy of the life and tours of 
discovery of Captain James Cook and his eventual death in the Pacific. Next we have people from 
the Commonwealth Bank coming to inform us of safety aspects of ‘online’ banking.   >>>
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On a visit to the Eddison Day Club the 
Essay Competition winners attended with 
Bernice Bissett with her daughter Caitlin, 
Sub-Branch Secretary Greg Kennett, Alex 
Scheiffers proudly wearing her father’s 
medals and her father Andrew Scheiffers. 
All winning essays were read.
In his absence, Lukas Bathgate’s essay 
was read by the Day Club’s Julie Cronin.

This followed the next week with local lady, Kirsten Pratt speaking about her involvement with 
Capital Nordic Walking.

We thank the Board of the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch, members and staff for their support 
of the Day Club. We particularly wish to thank them for their assistance with the application and 
receipt of the grant from the ACT Government to upgrade our audio visual equipment. This has 
been completed in the last few months. Mr Reg Gillard put in many hours of research and evalu-
ation of many items of equipment before purchase.

  
  SUB-BRANCH PRESIDENTS 1954-2019
 Year President    Year President

 1954 H.C. (Horrie) Macarthur  1986/89 W.P. (Bill) Smith
 1955 J.H. (Joe) Riddle   1989/90 P.G. (Peter) Richards
 1956 R.M. (Bob) Berriman  1991/92 A.R. (Alex) Rundle
 1957 G.R. (Dick) Stone   1993 A.W. (Alex) Reynolds
 1958 J.P. (Jack) Barr   1994/95 R.G. (Bob) Sharp
 1958 K.W. (Keith) Nunn   1996/97 A.W. (Alex) Reynolds
 1959 R.M. (Bob) Berriman  1998/01 D. (David) Millar
 1960 B.J. (Brian) Bourke   2002 B. (Berry) Nyman
 1969 R.M. (Bob) Berriman  2003/05 P.  (Peter) Dinham
 1970/72 B. (Brair) Taylor   2006/08 N. (Neil) Horn
 1973/76 L.E. (Eric) Beaumont  2009/13 P. (Peter) MacFetters
 1977/83 J.H. (John) Lewis   2013- J. (Jim) Gilchrist
 1986 C. (Clive) Ellis
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  ANZAC & Peace Ceremony Essay Competition
        Winning Essay –– 2019
           Caitlin Bissett - Chapman Primary School

What is Australian heroism in conflict and war? It’s not as though the dictionary has a definition of 
what Australian heroism is. My Pa says, “Australian heroism in wartime conflicts tends to happen 
without fanfare. Most of the men and women just shrugged and said, “It had to be done”.

Bravery? Courage? Valour?

Do these words describe Australian heroism? I guess they do, but they don’t quite seem enough, 
do they? So, I would like to tell you my thoughts on the topic.
Australian heroism is leaving home at the age of 18, and everyone you know, to join the Navy.
Australian heroism is growing up in small town Grafton, in the 1930s, then just a decade later 
finding yourself fighting for your country.

Australian heroism is saying that “in combat, there is no time to be afraid but afterwards there is 
always time to shake” and knowing it to be true.

Australian heroism is hiding your fear because you don’t want to let your mates down.

Australian heroism is dealing with the guilt as you hear the news that your beloved mates have 
died when your ship was sunk, while you were on shore leave.

Australian heroism is patrolling a river near Merauke, coming across a Japanese patrol boat, taking 
seven bullets to the chest and somehow managing to survive.

Australian heroism is spending several months in hospital where doctors can only remove five of 
the seven bullets with the other two permanently stuck in your chest.

Australian heroism is knowing the fact that the two remaining bullets can potentially dislodge and 
kill you at any time, yet you still manage to start and raise a family.

Australian heroism is being told you cannot expect a normal life or life span because of your 
wounds, so you never borrow money to avoid your family from going into debt.

Australian heroism is not being able to afford to buy a house, so you build one yourself.

Australian heroism is trying to live your life, even though the thoughts of war and the mates you 
lost are never far from your mind.

Australian heroism is doing all of the above, but not thinking of yourself as a hero.

Australian heroism is my Great-grandfather, Keith Ronald Bissett.
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     ANZAC & Peace Ceremony - Essay Competition 
       2nd  Prize Winner
              Alex Scheiffers - Sts Peter & Paul

My Dad is Andrew Scheiffers and he went to war in the Army six 
times. When he went to war in Afghanistan dad flew attack helicopters. 
Then in East Timor and Pakistan he flew Blackhawks.

Andrew spent three years on operations. From when I was zero to 
two years of age, my dad spent half of that time at war. He was able 
to do this because of the heroism of my mother [Alana] she worried 
and cared for the safety of my dad. She kept things going at the house 
and always thought about dad.

When I was two my mum was pregnant with my little sister, Amelia. Dad was at war at this time 
and Amelia was not due until he got back but then Amelia [in mummy’s tummy] decided she wanted 
to come out of mum’s tummy earlier than expected [just like me!] so dad had to quickly jump on 
a plane to get home to see Amelia get born.

At this time, mum was scared dad would not make it home in time for Amelia’s birth but she kept 
things calm and safe for all of us.

Dad got home just in time to see my adorable little sister being born, who unfortunately had a bad 
leg that was bent the wrong way. Mum dealt with this while dad went back to work straight away 
to help the rest of his unit return from war. After all this dad came back and ran training for the next 
group of soldiers to go to war and was away for months at a time leaving me and little cutie pie 
Amelia at home with mum working and running our home. Amelia and I were continuously worried 
about dad dying or not coming home so mum made a daddy comes home in ... days blackboard.

Every morning, mum put the new number on the sign minusing one off the old number every day. 
It was such a long time that dad was away for that mum, Amelia the cutie pie and I were so happy 
when he came home.

Mother’s at home do not get decorations, but they are the ones who stay home, worry, take care of 
children and houses and think of their husbands. Mothers deserve a VERY special badge for their 
hero isn’t at home. My mother took care of my sister Amelia and me while dad was at war. Heroes 
at home like mothers get  no medals or anything, but it is all mothers and their children who carry 
on the spirit of the ANZAC and the war heroes.

This is the story of my beautifully brave mother!
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         ANZAC & Peace Ceremony - Essay Competition
    3rd  Prize Winner
                Lukas Bathgate - Year 6 - St Edmund’s College

Jumping out of helicopters under enemy fire; riding horses into battle; carrying a wounded soldier to 
safety through crossfire - these are the sorts of acts that jump to people’s minds and are showcased 
in movies as heroism in conflict and war. The Oxford Dictionary defines heroism as “great bravery” 
and I believe that there are many more acts of bravery in war than those in books and movies.

As an example I’d like to tell you about my Great-Grandfather, Neil Macphillamy, who joined 
the Royal Australian Navy in World War Two. He was born in 1926 and raised in Manly, Sydney. 
When the war started in 1939, he was underage and therefore not allowed to enlist until 1944. He 
was trained at the land base HMAS Cerberus.

He then served on the supply ship HMAS Poyang and travelled through waters stretching from 
Papua New Guinea to New Caledonia. From the research I have done, the ship travelled into bat-
tles to re-ammunition multiple allied ships with torpedoes and other ammunition and also carried 
troops. Both of these were very risky jobs at the time as the old supply ships weren’t very strong 
and were targeted. From ship records, I also found that they travelled through waters with live 
mines which they discharged with rifle fire.

They were also part of the landing of an Australian army brigade on the island of Ambon for the 
surrender of the Japanese forces. The Japanese had established a large prisoner of war camp and from 
what my great-grandfather said, the Poyang brought back some former prisoners of war. 

In my opinion, he was a hero because 
he signed up in the Navy like count-
less of other Australians to protect his 
country while knowing the risks. He 
even did this near the end of the war 
having heard about thousands of Aus-
tralian deaths.

These supply ships didn’t have big 
guns or aircraft to protect themselves 
but were still crucial to the war effort.

They saw and had many traumatising experiences, particularly seeing former allied prisoners of 
war. But still he pushed on, making him a real hero. My great-grandfather doesn’t think he was 
a hero because he wasn’t on the front line and he only joined the war at the end but I believe he 
was, which shows how he is very humble.

While my great-grandfather wasn’t engaged in the most well-known acts of heroism in WWII, he 
still showed important attributes of a hero; Bravery, Humbleness and Humility.
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LEST WE FORGET
“The price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance”

     “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;    
         Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

        At the going down of the sun, and in the morning
         We will remember them.”

           
  Garry Chalker, Wilfred Dawes, Neil Fernance,
  David Sanderson, Paul Kennedy, Brian Cook OAM,
         Raymond Coppin, John Lawrence Reilly.

    
   

   2019 POPPY APPEAL

  VOLUNTEER SELLERS ARE NEEDED AT
  WODEN PLAZA AND COOLEMAN COURT
           from Mon 4th to Fri 8th November.

 We seek volunteers, members and/or their family, who can give a few
 hours of their time to assist in this worthy cause. Please leave your name
 and contact details at the Sub-Branch office, phone: 6285 1931, or
   email:  admin@rslwoden.org.au.

 Our pool of volunteers is dwindling and we would greatly appreciate
 any additional assistance in either of the above centres during the
   periods indicated above.  
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       John Metson
            Les Cook

   Nations have passed away and left no traces
      And history gives the naked cause of it
       The single simple reason in all cases
	 	 	 They	fell	because	their	peoples	were	not	fit.

When Rudyard Kipling wrote those lines I believe that he was referring to the strength of moral 
character of a people, not their physical fitness, however important physical fitness undoubtedly 
is. The character of people is developed and tempered in the fire of adversity. History shows only 
too clearly that this strength of character can diminish or indeed change altogether in times of 
peace and plenty such as we now enjoy, when it may no longer seem necessary to aspire to the 
high ideals on which it was built.

Most of us perceive that there is an Australian National character, believing that it embodies the 
good in a people and are quietly proud of it. If we are to retain our character, however, we must  
not neglect to uphold the memory and extol the virtues of those whose exemplary deeds and in-
domitable courage are its very foundation.

Such a man was Corporal John Arthur Metson, 2/14th Australian Infantry Batallion. Enlisting in 
the second AIF in May 1940, he was an original member of the Batallion having served in North 
Africa and Syria before coming home from the Middle East early in 1942. The Battalion was sent 
to New Guinea in August 1942 to stem the Japanese overland advance on Port Moresby.

After four days of bitter close-quarter fighting, the Japanese broke through the Australian defence 
near the village of Isurava in the Owen Stanley Range south of Kokoda. John Metson whose 
ankle had been smashed by a bullet, was one of many Australians cut off in the jungle. Although 
badly wounded himself, he gathered others around him and led them through the jungle with the 
intention of rejoining the Battalion. By chance, the group fell in with a much larger party, under 
the command of Captain S.H. Buckler, which also had been cut off and had the same objective. 
This party included several wounded, some of whom, like John Metson, were unable to walk.

Stretchers were made to carry the wounded. These were constructed from bush poles and vines 
and were heavy cumbersome things, each requiring eight men, already loaded down with their 
own equipment and weapons, to carry it. To spare his comrades the burden of carrying him, John 
Metson said that he would crawl, asking only that his hands and knees be bandaged to protect 
them.

On the northern face of the Range the main track from Port Moresby ran down the western side of 
the Eora Creek valley through the villages of Alola, Isurava and Deniki to Kokoda. The party set 
off from Isurava in darkness hoping to rejoin the Battalion, but the Japanese had already cut off 
that route and were firmly entrenched across the main track at Alola. Forced to turn away from the 
main track, the Australian party crossed Eora Creek to the eastern side of the valley where they 
tried for almost two weeks to find an alternative route to rejoin the Battalion or to get help, but 
without success. The party then turned back along the eastern side of valley until they reached the 
village of Sangai in the lower foothills on the northern face of the Range.
        >>>
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By now, they had been on the move for three weeks since leaving Isurava. All this time, enduring 
the agony of his smashed ankle and with his entire body aching from prolonged crawling, John 
Metson dragged himself along on hands and knees among the other wounded at the centre of the 
column, his cheerful fortitude an inspiration to them all. Desperately short of food and getting 
weaker each day it had become apparent that carrying the stretchers was slowing down the party’s 
movements to the point that, if they continued nobody would survive.

The huts at Sangai offered protection for the wounded from the constant rain. Moreover, some 
food could be obtained from the village garden there. It was decided to leave the stretcher cases, 
and with them John Metson, at Sangai, while Captain Buckler and the main party pushed on with 
all possible speed to get help. Corporal Tom Fletcher, a stretcher-bearer, volunteered to stay at 
Sangai to care for the wounded.

The journey of the main party by a previously unknown track over the Owen Stanley Range is an 
odyssey in itself. From Sangai it took two weeks for them to reach the southern face of the Range. 
In addition to his responsibility for the men with him (including some walking wounded), Captain 
Buckler was ever mindful of the need to get help as soon as possible to the men at Sangai. The vil-
lage was behind enemy lines and by now was inaccessible to the Australians except from the air. 
Immediately on his arrival at Port Moresby, Captain Buckler arranged for an American bomber to 
drop medical supplies and food to the men at Sangai, and, although exhausted himself, insisted on 
accompanying the crew on the flight to ensure identification of the village. As the aircraft flew low 
over Sangai Captain Buckler expected to see some signal from the men who had been left there, 
but nothing moved on the ground below. The village appeared deserted. A month later, when the 
tide of battle had turned in our favour, a ground patrol commanded by Lieutenant A.W. Steedman 
went to the village where they found the bodies of Tom Fletcher, John Metson and the other men. 
Unarmed and unable to defend themselves they had been murdered.

Captain Buckler had been deeply moved by John Metson’s courage and unselfishness which had 
had such an inspirational effect on the entire party, and was determined to see that his conduct was 
officially recognised. As soon as he was able, and before the sad outcome was known, Captain 
Buckler had submitted his recommendation that resulted in an award of the British Empire Medal 
(Military Division) to John Metson. While those with him at the time certainly would have seen 
the award fully deserved, it is probable that the man himself would have been surprised.

When you stand in silent Remembrance on ANZAC Day, or when you stand before a cenotaph 
or at the gates of a war cemetery and read the words, “Their name liveth for evermore”, think 
of John Metson; of his fortitude, his determination not to be a burden to others, and his cheerful 
acceptance of the awful situation into which he had been thrust.

It is 75 years since the Second World War ended. The ranks of those of us who took part in it are 
thinning, and we will soon be gone. During our lifetime we have told the stories and we have writ-
ten of the deeds of the giants among men who walked ahead of us and showed the way in the dark 
days of war, we have tried to keep faith with them and with our people. You have a duty to future 
generations to preserve the legend of John Metson, and people like him. People who, in times 
of extreme adversity did not lose heart, but pressed on gallantly and cheerfully towards the goal 
against all odds, placing the welfare of others above their own, and giving us a national tradition 
of which all should feel proud. If this nation continues to uphold their nobleness of spirit, and if 
each individual endeavours to live up to their example, our people shall be fit. 
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   93rd ACT RSL Branch Congress
The 93rd Annual Congress was held in the Helenic Club on Friday 7th June 2019. Speakers in-
cluded The Hon Darren Chester MP, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Professor Nicholas Saunders 
AO, Repatriation Medical Authority, Dr Robert Webster OAM, President RSL Victoria, Mr Tony 
Ferris, President RSL Queensland with addresses by Minister Gordon Ramsay MLA, Mr Alastair 
Coe MLA. Also attending attending Mr Jeremy Hanson MLA and invited guests and members 
with ACT Branch President John King in charge of proceeding.

Meritorious Service Medals were presented to Ian Gollings and Bill Smith, both Woden Valley 
RSL Sub-Branch members by The Hon Darren Chester MP and the recently appointed RSL Na-
tional President Greg Melick.

Presentations were also made with 50 Year Certificates to Peter Eveille, Alex Phillips and Ross 
Smith.

Certificates of Appreciation were presented to ANZAC Day march assistants: The Boy’s Brigade, 
The Girl’s Brigade, Charles and Leanne Watt, The Guides and Scouts. 
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At Burrangiri, Sub-Branch President 
Jim Gilchrist presented a certificate and 
a cake to Gordon Holyland on the occa-
sion of Gordon’s 100th Birthday.
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     2/11th Australian Infantry Battalion
    Frank Atkins

The 2/11th was the first Western Austalian Battalion raised for service overseas during the Sec-
ond World War. Its formation began with the appointment of its first commanding officer on 13 
October 1939 and by 7 November it was assembling at the newly-built Northam Camp to begin 
training. On 30 November it left Northam to join the 18th Brigade of the 6th Australian Division a 
journey that would end at another new camp at Greta in New South Wales. The battalion returned 
to Western Australia in the middle of March and embarked at Fremantle for service overseas on 
20 April 1940.

After arriving in the Middle East on 18 May, the 2/11th trained at Palestine and Egypt. A decision 
to reorganise Australian infantry brigades along British lines, with three battalions instead of four, 
meant the 2/11th was now part of the 19th Brigade, but it remained part of the 6th Division. The 
battalion went into action for the first time at Bardia on 5 January 1941 and, as part of the Allied 
advance into Italian occupied Libya, subsequently fought at Tobruk on 21-22 January, and to 
secure Derna airfield on 25 January. It was advancing to the south of Benghazi when the Italians 
surrendered on 7 February.

In early 1941 the 2/11th were deployed to assist in the defence of Greece. The Allied forces, how-
ever, were unable to hold back the attacking Germans. The 2/11th withdrew from its initial posi-
tions at Kalabaka and remained on the move until it occupied rearguard positions at Brallos Pass a 
week later. It fought and slowed the Germans there on 24 April and then continued its withdrawal 
to Megara, where it was evacuated by sea on the night of 25 April.

The battalion landed on Crete the next day. It was subsequently deployed with the 2/1st Battal-
ion to defend Retimo airfield, which was held tenaciously for ten days following the landing of 
German paratroops on 20 May. German successes elsewhere on Crete, however, made surrender 
inevitable. Many 2/11th soldiers attempted to escape from Crete but only a relatively small number 
ultimately succeeded; most were taken prisoner.  

 						Extracts	from	Humour	in	Uniform	from	the	War	Years.

Rosemary, one of the many little girls sent out of London during the blitz, was going to bed on her 
first evening in the country. “Do you say your prayers before going to bed, darling?” her hostess 
asked. Rosemary said she did.
“Well, then, kneel down and I’ll listen as your mother does”.
Rosemary repeated the usual “Now I lay me down to sleep,” and then improvised a postscript of 
her own, “And God, please protect Daddy and Mummy from those German bombs. And do, dear 
God, take good care of yourself - because if anything happens to you, we’re sunk.”

Three Canadian soldiers sleeping in an English camp were awakened by a terrific crash nearby.
“What was that - thunder or bombs?” asked one.
“Bombs”, was the laconic answer.
“Thank heavens!” said the third man. “I thought we were going to have more rain!”
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   The RSL and Bob Hawke
                   Ian Gollings

When I became national secretary of the League in March 1983, I found the RSL’s credibility and 
success as a lobby group for the ex-service community had relied heavily on the quality of the 
arguments presented orally to successive governments by National President Sir William Keys 
over the seventeen years he had been national secretary. Governments until then had included 
many ex-servicemen.

But during the course of the first Hawke Labor Government and with the ascendancy of the 
economic rationalists in the federal bureaucracy, written submissions seeking changes to legisla-
tion or proposing government expenditure had to be well thought out and submitted with strong 
supporting arguments to have any chance of getting past first base. As the person mainly respon-
sible for implementing the decisions of the League’s annual national congresses and its quarterly 
national executive meetings, it was my responsibility to ensure that the RSL’s leaders were well 
briefed on the subjects they advocated. Providing them with well-informed briefings would also 
help me to prepare the well-argued submissions needed to persuade the decision-makers and to 
ensure their decisions were implemented favourably.

Soon after the RSL National Congress in September 1988 Prime Minister Bob Hawke invited the 
outgoing national president Bill Keys, the incoming national president Alf Garland and me, with 
our wives, to dinner at The Lodge. He and Keys had enjoyed a close working relationship, the 
two of them meeting usually about twice a year and he was clearly willing for this to continue 
with Garland.

An example of the importance of the Prime Minister/National President relationship had occurred 
earlier in the 1980s when, after the customary pre-budget briefing to Bill Keys and myself by the 
secretary of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, I was taken aside and told that the economic 
rationalists in Department of Finance had persuaded the government to close down the Defence 
Service Home loan scheme. Clearly this would be to the detriment of members of the ADF who 
were able to use these loans for deposits when seeking mortgages, so we would have to try to 
stop this cut to their conditions of service! Returning to National Headquarters I contacted Sandy 
Hollway, Bob Hawke’s chief of staff, to ask Keys to meet urgently with the PM. The meeting took 
place on the day before the budget was to be handed down. Hawke agreed with the RSL position 
and directed that the budget papers be altered to show that there would just be an enquiry into the 
DSH scheme. How this worked out is another story.

Bob and Hazel Hawke were friendly and generous hosts over the dinner at The Lodge making the 
six of us very welcome. After coffee in front of the lounge room fire, Bob took us three men into 
his study while Hazel entertained the ladies. During a wide-ranging conversation over port (but 
not for him) Hawke made clear how much he valued the participation of the RSL in debates on 
national affairs, emphasising on several occasions, that he would provide briefings by the gov-
ernment to spokesmen for the League (members of the national executive) on any subjects which 
we wished to make public comments. He would not seek to influence what the League should or 
should not say but just wanted to ensure we were well informed. This would be very much to the 
League’s advantage but all Garland could say later was that Hawke was attempting to muzzle the 
League. I wonder whether any other lobby group had received such an offer.
        >>>
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Clem Lloyd and Jacqui Rees, in The Last Shilling, The History of Repatriation in Australia, Mel-
bourne University Press, 1994, commented that Rarely, if ever, had the League been as dominant 
as it showed itself during the mid-1980s. The Prime Minister/National President relationship was 
vital to the League’s dominance. Garland’s inclination to effectively discontinue this amicable 
relationship commenced the destruction of the status and influence the League held during the 
1980s. Despite the efforts of Garland’s successors to recover the situation and given the current 
hiatus at the national level I fear, sadly, that the League’s status as the primary advocate for the 
Defence and ex-service communities will not be regained for some considerable time unless some  
new real leaders for the RSL emerge soon.

  Sandakan - Reconcile but never forget!
    Mick O’Donnell

Dr Brendan Nelson AO, Director of the Australian War Memorial gave a powerful presentation 
on Reconcilliation in the context of the Remembrance service held on Friday 31st May to mark the 
75th anniversary of Sandakan, commemorating the courage and sacrifice of those who lost their 
lives, and the extended families who are still affected by this event. The nearby plaque explained:

 “In memory of the 1,787 Australian prisoners of war who died in the
	 				Sandakan	death	marches	in	Borneo	in	the	final	months	of	the
	 													Second	World	War.	Only	six	survived	this	actrocity”.

Accompanied by senior military staff, diplomatic representation and POW families, Dr Nelson 
told of the senior Japanese diplomat who requested a tour of the War Memorial. It was a very 
emotional time for putting aside prejudices when confronted with such graphic displays of Japan’s 
involvement in the Pacific War. Forgiveness is a generational thing. Reconcilliation meant putting 
things in perspective, reaching out, but never forgetting. RSL Chaplain Mick O’Donnell delivered 
the prayers and the benediction.

More information of this event is available at www:awm.gov.au

Decorated former nurse who served in the Malaysian campaign, Betty Mills is with Rev Mick 
O’Donnell and the Sandakan plaque.
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  The Secrets In The Bay

“And above all, watch with 
glittering eyes, the whole world 
around you because the greatest 
secrets are always hidden in the 
most unlikely places”
             (Roald Dahl)

Western Port Bay has a rich mar-
itime history. Before European 
settlement, the Boon wurrung 
people indigenous to the area 
crossed the bay in canoes in 
search of food resources.
In 1798, George Bass entered Western Port in a small 8.7m whale boat with six crew. He named 
the bay Western Port because at the time, it was the western-most port in the colony of NSW, of 
which Victoria was once a part. Following its discovery, the area became a hub of maritime activ-
ity. Sealing and fishing flourished as did pastoral activities. While sealing was prohibited in 1891, 
other industries developed over time.

In 1911, 1517 hectares of land near Crib Point was developed as the Flinders Naval Depot and 
ten years later, officially became HMAS Cerberus. It still operates today as the Australian Navy’s 
premier training establishment.

But Western Port Bay holds other lesser-known naval secrets.

She is a beauty, the HMAS Otama, an Oberon Class Submarine launched in 1978 by Princess 
Anne in Glasgow. At 90 metres and weighing 2040 tonnes, she is anchored just north of the Crib 
Point Jetty. She was in service until late 2000, and eventually sold to the Western Port Oberon 
Association in 2001, who planned to bring her ashore as part of their maritime Museum. However, 
permission to do so was denied. The Association tried to sell her on in 2008, a fate unbefitting 
such a glorious lady. This too failed and she now sits alone, a majestic sentinel awaiting her fate, 
whatever this may be. Despite her rusty outer shell, she is fully operational. In her heyday, she 
was a specialist vessel engaged in surveillance and intelligence gathering, carrying a crew of 64. 
Her main armanents are six 21inch torpedo tubes. She has no need of them now as she slumbers 
in the shallow waters of the bay.

The Otama can be seen as a lonely speck from the shore. A much better option is to visit the lonely 
lady by boat. Wildlife Coast Cruises operates Twilight Cruises on Western Port Bay. The cruise 
journeys across the bay from Cowes on Phillip Island, visiting the HMAS Otama at sunset.

She is quite the sight to behold as the setting sun dances across her body in a spectacular display 
of crimsons and reds. Her name, Otama, comes from the Aboriginal word meaning dolphin, fitting 
for a lady who brings so much joy to those who see her, much like her namesake.

Maybe one day, someone will realise her significance and give her the kind of life she deserves.
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  Huskisson NSW - 10-12 May 2019
             Bob Cremer

A weekend in Huskisson on 10-12 May was arranged to check the refurbished Voyager Park, a 
fitting memorial to the disaster of HMAS Voyager in 1964.
With Point Perpendicular in the background across Jervis Bay this memorial is a reminder of the 
tragic events of our worst peacetime naval disaster. The memorial wall lists the names of the 82 
naval personnel who perished on that fateful night. 

The memorial also 
lists the names of 
former servicemen 
and servicewomen 
from the local south 
coast area who have 
since passed away.
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  ANZAC Day Service onboard Caribbean
      Cruise Ship Regatta
              Terry Kimber

During a 14-Day Caribbean Cruise starting and ending in Miami from 17th April to 1st May, I had 
the unexpected pleasure of attending an onboard ANZAC Day service with Australian and New 
Zealand tourists and members of the ship’s crew. The service was conducted by the ship’s Cruise 
Director Cory, with readings by Australian and New Zealand crew members. Their enthusiasm 
for the service and pride in remembering the reasons why they, and all of us are here today made 
this a very special event.

Attending the ANZAC Day service:
Peter Clarke (from England), Terry Kimber (Canberra ACT), Alistair Watson (crew member from 
New Zealand), Isabella Cappelli (crew member from Australia), Bryan Tenke (crew member from 
Australia), Daisy Stephens (crew member from New Zealand) and Susan and George Carnoutsos 
(New Zealand).

Peter Clarke who was ex-RAF, advised that he had the pleasure of meeting the then Australian 
Prime Minister, Sir Robert Menzies during the Malay Campaign.
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   How I met your Mother
    Les Cook

An advertisement for the TV show bearing that title has prompted me to tell this story of what 
proved to be the most significant and far-reaching event that occurred in my entire life and for 
which I am profoundly grateful. Before going into details of our initial ‘chance’ meeting, I wish 
to make it very clear that this girl who I met during the war, and who became my wife, certainly 
deserves the majority of the credit for what I will always believe was a happy and successful 
marriage.

The Seventh Division returned to Australia after the successful 1943 Lae/Ramu Valley/Shaggy 
Ridge campaigns in PNG, and its members granted home leave. I was in a tent hospital operated 
by the 2/1st Army General Hospital near Port Moresby at the time the Division came home so, 
along with many others was temporarily left behind. While in hospital, my 21st Birthday came and 
went without me even being aware of it. As a result of this delay, those of us who were left behind 
had our leave at a different time from the majority.

I had gone to Melbourne for my leave and stayed with my mother and two sisters at our home at 
Hampton, 15km southeast of the city. Everybody was very busy. My sisters were in full-time em-
ployment and also involved in voluntary unpaid war-related service in their spare time. My moth-
er was almost fully engaged in voluntary unpaid national service. My father was serving with the 
AIF in PNG. I had enlisted and had left Australia three years earlier, and most of the friends of 
my childhood were now elsewhere. I was a non-drinker, so didn’t look for company in hotels.
As a result of these circumstances I was alone during the daylight hours for most of the period of 
my leave, so I travelled by train from Hampton to Melbourne almost every day. Travel on public 
transport was free to returned soldiers at that time, and the city provided many varied short-term 
entertainment opportunities. The train trip itself occupied half and hour each way. It was better 
that sitting at home alone all day, and there was always the possibility that I might meet someone.

I had arranged to meet my elder sister at Flinders Street after she left work on the second last day 
of my leave. She arrived accompanied by a friend and they were carrying a large untidy looking 
parcel. I took the parcel and we boarded the train sitting together on one seat. Just before the train 
left a very pretty girl came in and sat on the seat opposite us. Our eyes met almost instantly, and 
something passed between us. I cannot define or explain it, but I was to find out later that we had 
both felt this mutual affinity. Our eyes met often during the trip and we smiled as I struggled to 
keep the various articles in the parcel. We didn’t speak to each other. My sister was a few years 
older than I (her friend even older), and I was to find out later that this young girl had concluded 
that the difference in our ages (and perhaps other signs) made it unlikely that I would be romanti-
cally involved with either of them. We all left the train at Hampton, but I didn’t see the girl after 
we left the station. The following day was the last day of my leave. I had been so affected by the 
chance encounter with this girl, and by what I felt was an instant mutual attraction between us, 
that I went into the city on the following afternoon with the intention of being at the station at the 
same time as the previous day in the hope that I would see her again.
        >>> 
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Trains left the station every fifteen minutes in peak periods, and each train consisted of seven 
carriages. It was customary for commuters to board the carriage that would stop closest to the exit 
gate at their home station. This knowledge enabled me to wait at the place on the platform where 
the carriage, preferred by people travelling to Hampton would stop. I cannot remember how long 
I waited, but eventually I saw her. The crowd on the platform was about five deep, and she was 
ahead of me. In my mind’s eye I can still see the late afternoon sun lighting her auburn hair as she 
entered the carriage.

She and I were in the same compartment. All seats were occupied, so we were both standing. 
Leather straps suspended from a rail near the ceiling of the carriage helped people retain their 
balance while the train was moving. I was standing behind her and had one of the straps but she 
didn’t. Nearing the end of our journey the train lurched suddenly as it went around a bend causing 
her to lose her balance, whereupon I placed my hand on her upper arm to steady her. She looked 
back to thank the stranger for the assistance and recognized me and smiled. I don’t recall whether 
or not we spoke to each other on the train, but we walked together from the train before we intro-
duced ourselves. Her name was Betty Goldby. She was nineteen years old.

Betty lived with her parents, a sister and a brother in their home in Sandringham. Their home was 
about equidistant from both Hampton and Sandringham stations. Betty’s periodical railway pass 
enabled her to use either of these stations. She told me later that she used one or the other just on 
a whim. Apparently neither presented any particular advantage for her. Whatever might have been 
the reason that she chose Hampton on that particular day (if indeed it was a conscious decision), I 
shall always be so grateful that she did so. If she had gone on to Sandringham it is almost certain 
that we would not have met again.

It took about half an hour to walk from the station to Betty’s house, and we stood outside talking 
for perhaps another hour. We had not even held hands when we parted. Betty told me later that the 
last thing I did before we parted was to ask her if she would write to me. She said she would. Ev-
ery serviceman, and particularly those serving overseas, wanted a girl with whom to correspond. 
Someone who they could think of in the long, still watches of the night, and who they could look 
forward to seeing again when they came home. Betty told me years later that I had added the 
words, “I’m free, white and over twentyone”. In those days, that would have been considered to 
be a semi-humorous way of saying that one met the basic minimum requirements of eligibility for 
marriage. I don’t know how I could even have known of the saying at the time (I had been only 
seventeen when I left Australia for the Middle East), and I certainly don’t recall using it on that 
occasion, but I’m sure that she didn’t imagine that I did. Perhaps she fully understood the signifi-
cance of the saying and saw that as my rationale for asking her to write to me.

The following morning I left for north Queensland where the Division was in camp at a training 
area on the Atherton Tablelands. I wrote to Betty the day after I arrived. She responded by return 
mail and we continued to write regularly for the next three years until I came home early in 1947 
and was discharged. It wasn’t the result of pre-arrangement, and I don’t recall ever asking why, 
but all Betty’s letters came in blue envelopes. I can’t be certain now, but I’m fairly sure that her 
writing paper was also blue. I was to find out later that blue was her favourite colour. The use of 
coloured envelopes must have been uncommon then. I can remember being able to see the blue 
envelope amont the others when mail was delivered. I cannot recall a single instance of suffering 
terrible disappointment that I would have felt if the blue envelope had been for someone else. It 
never was!       >>>
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I can’t be certain now, but I was to find out later that Betty had kept all of my letters. I would 
like to say that I had done likewise, and I’m sure that I would have, but it would not have been 
possible in the conditions in which we often found ourselves. I do clearly recall reading each of 
her letters many times, and keeping them for a long period. Thinking of those days now, I have 
absolutely no recollection of how we disposed of our letters during the war. We certainly wouldn’t 
have just left them lying around.

The depot where soldiers being discharged and handed in their military equipment was in the 
suburb of Broadmeadows, which was on the other side of Melbourne from where Betty lived. I 
don’t remember how I contacted her when I came back, but we had arranged to meet ‘under the 
clocks’ at Flinders Street. Over the years, this place had become the traditional meeting place for 
people who wished to meet others in the city. It probably achieved this status because most people 
travelled to and from the city by train, and all Melbourne suburban branch railway lines emanated 
from Flinders Street. These ‘clocks’ didn’t provide the time of day. Mounted in a straight line on 
the outside of the entrance above the steps facing Swanston Street was a separate clock for each 
of the branch lines - the ‘clock’ showed the time that the next train on that line would be leaving.

This was to be our first meeting for almost three years. It would be nice to be able to say that we 
travelled to Hampton by train to commemorate our first meeting - after all, we were at the railway 
station - but we didn’t do it. Of course we couldn’t have foreseen then what the outcome of our 
reunion was going to be, so it probably wouldn’t even have been considered.

I had a few days leave, then returned to the civil workplace I had left when I enlisted almost seven 
years before. Betty and I were together as often, and for as long as was reasonably possible, in the 
period following my return, including a week in a guesthouse at Olinda in the Dandenong Ranges 
east of Melbourne. In accordance with the standard pattern of behaviour in those days we had 
separate rooms at the guesthouse, and neither of us ever entered the other’s room. Being together, 
away from friends, family, and other distractions, gave us a good opportunity to discuss our past 
and our future. In retrospect, it’s probable that we would already have known each other’s views 
on many of the important aspects of life from our long exchange of letters. Betty and I became 
engaged in April 1947 and married on 1st May 1948. It marked the beginning of a long and very 
happy life together. We were friends as well as lovers.

That completes my story of how I met your mother. I can see clearly now, however, that it would 
be remiss of me just to let it end there. I did set out originally with the sole object of telling the 
story of our first meeting, but it had become increasingly apparent to me as I wrote that the story 
would be of very little real value if I did not also include what I believe to be the most significant 
element in the consequences of that meeting. It is that, in every respect, Betty proved to be a truly 
exemplary model of a good wife and mother. Her care and guidance were a continuing source of 
support for me, and were the major contributing factors in the successful upbringing and devel-
opment of our three children.

Betty devoted her life to her family, and to social and charitable activities. Her deeply held faith 
and love guided her every thought and deed. She performed her life’s work willingly, cheerfully, 
and unselfishly, always putting the welfare of others before her own.

She now rests in peace.
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  NOTES FOR THE DIARY IN 2019

        Sub-Branch Meetings: 7.00pm 30th Jul, 27th Aug, 24th Sep, 29th Oct, 26th Nov.

        Remembrance Day Service:  Details in the Christmas edition.

        Christmas Dinner: Wed 4th Dec, 12 for 12:30pm  CSCC  -  Orion Room CSCC

        Closing Date for Christmas edition of 'The Serviceman' :  Fri 18th Oct. 

 
The Legacy Family in Canberra has over 1600 widows, children and disabled 

adults enrolled. Legacy receives some Government assistance by way of 
grants for special projects. However, to maintain its services, Legacy is 

heavily dependent on public support.

      
     LEGACY BADGE WEEK 2019
            Sun 1st - Sun 8th September
                 Badge Day - Fri 6th 
  Please buy a badge and wear it with pride.

   Hospital Visiting

The Sub-Branch is in need of volunteers to participate in the Hospital visiting program.  
The commitment is for one half-day each week, on a two-months per year basis, [eg., 
March and September].  This is not an onerous task for participants, but is comforting to 
those in hospital at the time and who greatly appreciate the visits as many of the patients 
are not always from the local Canberra area.

Advice is given on how to perform the task with visitors normally working in teams of two.
For further information contact our Sub-Branch office  ––  6285 1931 
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 Grantley Perry &  Sons
                            Funeral Directors
 A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
 With Bryan Perry a Vietnam Veteran available to serve you personally

      CANBERRA-QUEANBEYAN
           & YASS DISTRICTS

      TUGGERANONG  6294 8003
      MITCHELL   6241 4101

             HEAD OFFICE
      12 SANDFORD STREET
        MITCHELL ACT 2911
 
 PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE VETERAN COMMUNITY

      Desertion?
      Frank Atkins

In the spring of 1939, shortly after the outbreak of war on 3rd September, the Australian Govern-
ment announced it was raising a second AIF and recruiting for the 6th Division would commence 
immediately.

A number of the 5th Anti-aircraft cadre volunteered for the army and air force but were told no 
permanent forces would be allowed to go as we were needed as instructors. This didn’t suit me, 
and with another chap (named Sankey), I filled in AIF enrolment papers under another name. In 
due course we were called up for a medical examination and I was passed. We were staying at 
the YMCA and I arrived back to find a note from Sankey to say he had been rejected on medical 
grounds and was going back to the barracks. He later died of TB.

The hunt was on for me and I was eventually caught when I reported to a drill hall for call-up. I 
was put in cells and charged with ‘desertion’. I pleaded not guilty on the grounds that I had not 
deserted, merely transferred myself to a combat unit bound for service overseas. Brigadier Bun-
dock, the Commanding Officer, then altered the charge to ‘absent without leave’ and I was given a 
fortnight’s detention. He then shook hands and said he would have done the same thing at my age.

My Battery Commander was unhappy, and I had an interesting time for a short period when, as 
a result of my action and Brigadier Bundock’s recommendation, permanent forces were given a 
short period in which to opt for overseas service. I immediately went to join the 2/11th Battalion 
for training at Ingleburn, NSW. A humorous end to the story occurred when I was walking past the 
local police station and Constable Fraser called out, “Hey Frank, you’re wanted for desertion”. I 
told him the story and he showed me my ‘wanted’ notice in the Police Gazette.
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  Working smoke alarms save lives!

When you’re asleep, you lose your sense of smell. A smoke alarm is your electronic nose. It will 
alert you if there is smoke from a fire. A small fire can grow to involve an entire room in two to 
three minutes. A smoke alarm provides early warning and time to escape.

If you don’t have a working smoke alarm installed in your home, and a fire occurs:
 •  you are 57% more likely to suffer property loss and damage,
 •  you are 26% more likely to suffer serious injuries, and
 •  unfortunately you are four times more likely to die.

Smoke	alarms	are	legally	required	for	most	residences	in	Australia.
Please check your State or Territory current requirements when replacing a smoke alarm, or when 
building or renovating. While the minimum may be one alarm per home, more alarms might be 
required depending on the layout of the home.

Smoke	Alarm	Packages	for	the	Hearing	Impaired.
Special alarms are available for people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, utilising strobe lights and 
bed shake. The Rehabilitation Appliances Program provides a smoke alarm package for people 
with a significant hearing impairment. The smoke alarm package includes a photo-electric smoke 
alarm, a vibration pad and flashing light. To obtain the package, an audiologist must undertake an 
assessment and confirm a profound hearing loss, or a severe hearing loss in the better ear.

Defence Service Homes Insurance offers a range of home, contents and other insurance poli-
cies.	For	more	information,	visit	our	website:	www.dsh.gov.au	or	call	1300	552	662.

        [from Vetaffairs Newspaper - Autumn 2019]

 The Inquisitive Child
Anon

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy?
Selling poppies in town today,

The poppies child, are flowers of love,
For the men who marched away.

But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy?
Why are the poppies so red?

Red is the colour of blood, my child,
The blood that our soldiers shed.

The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy,
Why does it have to be black?

Black, my child is the symbol of grief,
For the men who never came back.
By why Mummy are you crying so?

Your tears are giving you pain,
My tears are the tears for you my child,

For the world is forgetting again.

LEST WE FORGET
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 SUB-BRANCH SERVICES
Sub-Branch Office Hours. The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, except 
public holidays. The services of the Sub-Branch are available to all Sub-Branch members, and all 
serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force and overseas defence forces.
Office Manager. Joyce O’Brien administers the Sub-Branch office and is responsible to the Exec-
utive for the efficient day-to-day routine of the office. Joyce will supervise all Sub-Branch matters 
including membership, correspondence, functions and access to Sub-Branch services.
Veterans’ Support Centre (VSC). The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays, and at other times by appointment. The services of the VSC are available 
to all Sub-Branch members, all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force and 
overseas defence forces.
Entitlement and Advocacy (E&A). A team of trained advocates and entitlements/pension officers, 
both male and female, is available to provide assistanace with claims under the Veterans’ Entitle-
ment Act 1986 (VEA), the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA), and the 
Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA). We also provide support and advice 
to war widows and widowers in regards to pensions. Andrew Properjohn, the E&A Administrator 
will assist you with your enquiries.
Community Support. Florence Sofield co-ordinates the provision of welfare advocacy to Sub-Branch 
members and their families. Assistance is available on a case by case basis to access services through 
DVA, My Aged Care, Centrelink and the ACT Government.
Hospital Visiting: Volunteers visit each of the southern hospitals, The Canberra Hospital, Calvary 
John James and National Capital Private Hospital. They visit every veteran, RSL member, Legacy 
widows and widowers.
Hospice Visiting: Visits can be arranged for Sub-Branch members in Clare Holland House.
Christmas Visits: In December each year, all Sub-Branch members 80 years of age and over, and 
all Sub-Branch widows and widowers receive a home visit and a gift.
Health and Fitness Program. The arrangements in place between the Southern Cross Health Club 
and the Sub-Branch relating to gym use have changed. For details, call the office on 6285 1931.
Sub-Branch Publication. The Sub-Branch Publication, ‘The Serviceman’ is published three times 
per year and distributed free to all Sub-Branch members, widows and widowers.  A special edition 
is also published for schoolchildren attending the annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony held at 
Eddison Park.
Eddison Day Club. Sponsored by the Sub-Branch, the Day Club caters for members, their spouses, 
widows, widowers and the general community. It meets every Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm (ex-
cept Good Friday) from mid-January to mid-December at the Irish Club, Parkinson Street, Weston.
Burrangiri Veterans Get Together. Held at Burrangiri Day Centre, Rivett every third Thursday of 
the month from 10:30am to 1:30pm. Contact Welfare Office for further details.

If you know of any member who would benefit from any of these services, but is reluctant to apply, 
please let our office know.


